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Suggested answers are found at the end of each chapter.

Suggestions for the teacher:

e Pray to the Holy Spirit together.

e Do not feel obliged to assign every question, but rather select according to your needs as well as
those of your students.

e Discussion and debate should be favoured over written tasks.

e Whenever possible, relate the issues to their personal lives to make connections and extend their
newly acquired knowledge to their own experiences.

e Consider group questions and presentation of shared answers.

e Allow students to use electronic devices to look up Scriptures (NRSV is the version used in our
church liturgies) or items from the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC).

e Try to vary the types of questions and tasks from time to time.

e Select questions depending on the age group and level of knowledge. Some questions require a
good foundation in Scripture. Other questions can be tools for discovery and learning.

e Point out what information in the novel is known (Scripture or accepted teachings) and unknown
information (products of the imagination).

e You may want to skip the review questions and discuss the drama or art works presented by
students.

o Take advantage of teachable moments.

e Allow students to ask their questions too.

e The suggested answers provided may surpass the information required by the students but have
been included to furnish the teacher with a background that would facilitate the discussions and
determine appropriate responses. Responses may seem a little repetitive, however it is assumed
that not all questions may be undertaken and studied.

Before Novel Study:

Before reading the novel, plot a timeline beginning with the “Hosanna” arrival of Jesus into Jerusalem
until his resurrection. (These may vary according to the Gospel selected.)
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1) Procession into the city, 2) preparations for Passover, 3) The Last Supper, 4) the prayers in the Garden
of Gethsemane, 5) betrayal and arrest, 6) brought before the Council of High Priest, 7) Peter denies Jesus,
8) Jesus brought before Pilot, 9) sent before King Herod (Luke) and 10) sent back to Pilate who sentences
Jesus to crucifixion, 11) scourged and crowned with thorns, 12) Jesus carries the cross to Calvary, 13)
Jesus is crucified, 14) Jesus dies, 15) placed in the tomb, 16) resurrection.

Read the Apostles’ Creed together. Did you ever ask the question: “What happened in the tomb?” Let
the students give their opinions.

Review the difference between fiction and non-fiction. Point out that this book is a novel.

If Jesus is the Son of God, did he feel the same pain we do? Yes, he was fully human, but also fully God,
so his human nature would feel human pain.

Given your knowledge of Christ, imagine and describe some of the physical and emotional pain he would
have suffered on the days of his Passion. Allow students to brainstorm.

Why would God send his only Son to suffer? (This question is to see what the students’ understanding is
with this question).
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Chapter 1

English:

1.

What mood is the author trying to create in the first scene?

2. Which principal characters are present at the scene? Are there others? Why would

they be there?
If you could choose only one word to describe the scene, what would it be?

. Why do you think the author selected the name Yeshua rather than Jesus for the

novel?

. Where do you see juxtapositions in this chapter? Make a list or chart showing

these.
According to John, what are Yeshua’s qualities?

Religion:
1. Describe the geography and the landscape of the Holy Land.
2. Where was Jesus crucified?
3. What did the angel tell Mary to call her baby?
4. What does the name Immanuel mean? Who first coined the name?
5. Where does the name Yeshua come from? Why do we call Christ Jesus?
6. What is the English equivalent of Yeshua?
7. What does the name mean?
8. Can you name another Yeshua, or Joshua, in the Old Testament? What did he do?
9. What parallels can you draw between the two Joshuas?

10.Why is the gambling for the Jesus’ robe significant? Read the different scriptures

Art:

1.

regarding the robe. How do they compare?

Draw a picture of the view that Yeshua had from the cross.

Drama:

1. Make a tableau of the scene.
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History:

1. What was going on politically in Palestine during the time of Jesus?
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Chapter 1 - Suggested responses and additional information

English:

1. What mood is the author trying to create in the first scene?

Using words like black, heavy, bruise-coloured, and destructive path, the author
wants to depict an angry, stormy, and dismal day filled with pain and sorrow.

2. What principal characters are present at the scene? Are there others? Why would
they be there?

Yeshua, (Jesus), Mary (Jesus” mother), Mary (his aunt), Mary Magdalene (a
Jollower of Jesus) and John, his favourite disciple, make up the group of mourners.

The soldiers: Claudius, Marcus, Lucius, and Aurelius, are there to carry out the

cructfixions.

Non-principal characters in this chapter include the crowd and the two other

criminals being crucified next to Veshua.

The crowds are there to witness the cructfixion. Events of this nature always attract
people. Some are mourning, like the three Marys and John, and some would be
sympathetic, but others would just be happy to watch suffering and the execution of a

high-profile figure.
3. If you could choose only one word to describe the scene, what would it be?
Answers will vary according to the reactions of the students.

Words like Unfair, horrible, sickening, sad, or sorrowful may be suggested.

4. Why do you think the author selected the name Yeshua rather than Jesus in the

novel?

“Yeshua” is the Hebrew name for Jesus and the author wished to set the story in an

authentic setting.
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5. Where do you see juxtapositions in the chapter? Make a list or chart showing
these.

Crying vs laughing, pain vs joking, celebration of Veshua’s arrival in Jerusalem vs
his execution, accusations vs forgiveness, misery and pain vs teasing banter, etc.

6. According to John, what are Yeshua’s qualities?

John described Veshua as a gentle, kind and forgiving man. He felt that Veshua was
the Messiah come to deliver them. Yeshua had healed people of all kinds of ailments.
He had performed miracles. Yeshua was greatly loved by his followers. Even when
he was exhausted, Veshua was tireless in his ministry to all people. He was a crowd
pleaser. He loved everybody, even children. He was a soft-spoken and brilliant
teacher, full of wisdom. He was humble, understanding, compassionate, virtuous,
and innocent. He was a lamb, but He was also their shepherd. He was a godly man
as shown in the miraculous transformation on the hill.

Religion:

1. Describe the geography and the landscape of the Holy Land.

The Holy Land is the area that is now geographically known as Israel, Palestine,
southern Lebanon, western Jordan, and southwestern Syria. It is prone to
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. It is the juncture between three continents, Asia,
Europe, and Africa, and thus it was favoured for trade routes. There are three
major bodies of water here: the Dead Sea (dense with salt), the Sea of Galilee (fresh
water; more like a lake), and the Jordan River. The lakes and part of the river are
below sea level. The Jordan river forms a valley favourable to vegetation, while the
columns of hills and mountains form a more semi-arid landscape with the eastern
desert not far away. The mountains in northern Galilee are the highest of the area.
The Mediterranean Sea is on its western boundaries. This land 1s very diverse in its
geography, with one of the world’s lowest spots, some hilly areas, fertile and lush
sections, and very desert-like conditions surrounding the valley. Jerusalem s on a hill
(mound) nearby, but not directly on any of these bodies of water. Egypt, Greece, and
the Arabian desert are not far away. This area of the world has been a highly
sought-after location which has changed hands many times.
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2. Where was Jesus crucified?

Jesus was crucified outside the city of Jerusalem’s walls on a hill called Golgatha
(the place of the Skull). It is thought by some scholars to also be the old site of Mount
Moriah. This s biblically significant because 1t is also thought by some to be the
place where Abraham went to sacrifice his only son. Golgotha is also called
“Calvary”, which comes from the Latin word “calva”, meaning “bald head” or

“skull”.

3. What did the angel tell Mary to call her baby?

The archangel Gabriel told Mary to name her son Veshua, meaning “Saviour’. It is
Yeshua in Hebrew, which is translated as Joshua in English, lesus in Greek and
Latin, and over time has evolved to Jesus, with the “J” being added in the 16"
century English version of the Bible.

4. What does the name Immanuel mean? Who first coined the name?

It means: “God with us”. Reference to this name comes from the prophet Isaiah 7:14.
Jesus was never called that name in person, perhaps because Isaiah may have been
referring to the significance of the person yet to be born—an identifying title. Isaiah
also labelled Jesus “Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor”, etc.

5. What is the English equivalent of Yeshua?
Yeshua= Hebrew, Jesus=Greek, Joshua= English
6. What does the name mean?
Saviour. (to save, to deliver, to rescue)
7. Can you name another Yeshua, or Joshua, in the Old Testament? What did he do?

Another person in the Old Testament called Joshua was the man who led the Chosen
People into the promised land. Moses was not alive to take them to therr final
destination; however, Joshua did complete the mission.
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8. What parallels can you draw between the two Joshuas?

Both were Saviours of their people. Joshua brought the people out of the desert and
Jesus brought them out of sin. One led them into the earthly promised land, the other
to the heavenly promised land.

9. Why is the gambling for the Jesus’ robe significant? Read the different scriptures
regarding the robe.

Read: Psalm 22-18, Matthew 27:85-87, John 19:28-24, Mark 15:24

o Casting lots for the robe fulfilled a prophecy.

o The robe was symbolic of royalty; it was given to Jesus to mock his claim of
being King of the Jews. He also received a crown of thorns.

o The soldiers had already divided his clothing, but as the robe was seamless
and could not be divided among the soldiers, they gambled for it.

It emphasizes the absolute humaility of the crucifizion of a God and King

Art:

= ||lustrate Yeshua’s view from the cross.

Drama:

= Make a tableau of one of the scenes in this chapter.
= View the 1951 movie: The Robe, starting Richard Burton and Victor Mature

History:

= Research: What was happening politically in Palestine during the time of Jesus?
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Chapter 2
Review:

1. What happened in chapter 1?
2. Describe the role of the Roman soldiers on the scene.
3. If you were Jesus, how would you feel about the soldiers?

English:

Who is the principal character in this scene?

What is meant by “perspective”?

What is John the Apostle’s perspective?

What qualities does John accord to Yeshua?

Make a list of the emotions experienced by John at the foot of the cross.
What is John’s state of mind?

o vk whNe

Religion:

1. Jesus told his disciples that he would suffer, die, and rise from the dead. He also
made references to his Father in Heaven and his Kingdom. Was Jesus the long-
awaited Messiah that the people expected?

Group task: look up the following references:

Old Testament:

2 Samuel 7:12-13

Isaiah 9:5-6,11:1-10, 53:4-9
Chronicles 17:7-15

Psalm: 89:28-37

Psalm: 45:6-7

vk wh e

New Testament:
6. Matthew 2:2, 2:7-8,
7. Matthew 27: 11, 27:29
8. Luke 23:3, Luke 23:36, John 18:33
9. Mark 15:2,15:17-19

10
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2. Even though Jesus had told the Apostles what would happen, why would it be hard
for John to accept that Jesus would rise again?

Art:
1. Draw two symbols to express the juxtaposition of Jesus, eg: King/criminal.

Drama:

1. Create a tableau of the four mourners, close-up.
2. Make a facial expression to show John’s feelings and share it with a partner.

History:

1. What were the Romans doing in Palestine?
2. What was the Messiah expected to do for the Jewish nation?
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Chapter 2 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:

1. What happened in chapter 1?
2. Describe the role of the Roman soldiers on the scene.
3. If you were Jesus, how would you feel about the soldiers?

English:
1. Whois the principal character in this scene?
John the Apostle. The apostle that Jesus loved.

2. What is the meaning of “perspective”?

Perspective 1s the “point of view” of someone who s witnessing the action. Therr

point of view 1s usually affected by their attitudes and biases while regarding a thing,
event, or action.

3. What is John the Apostle’s perspective?

John is witnessing the crucifixion from the base of the cross, looking up at his friend
and teacher. He is an admairer and follower of the crucified Jesus, so his grief 1s
deeply personal. His fellow-disciples are not around, and he s there with three

women close to Jesus. They are grieving together in sadness and in fear of the
Romans.

4. What qualities does John accord to Yeshua?

John is confused because he knows Veshua to be a powerful miracle worker, a gentle,
kind, forgiving man, loved by the people, charismatic, compassionate, inclusive, kind,

Just, energetic, tolerant, loving, wise, a true teacher, a good speaker etc.
5. Make a list of the emotions experienced by John at the foot of the cross.

In numb shock, bewildered, confused, stunned, incredulous, full of grief, sorrowful,
disappointed, disturbed, distraught, anguished, and brave. John is facing the horror
even when his fellow-apostles are too afraid to be present for their friend.
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6. What is John’s state of mind?

In addition to being sad and distraught, John is afraid of what will happen to the
Jollowers of Jesus. The other disciples are so afraid of both the Romans and the
Jewish authorities that they would not even make an appearance. John s worrzed
about the faith movement lead by Jesus. He cannot understand the unfairness of
crucifying such a just and innocent man.

Religion:

1. Jesus told his disciples that he would suffer, die, and rise from the dead. He also
made references to his Father in Heaven and his Kingdom. Was Jesus the long-
awaited Messiah that the people expected?

In some ways, yes, but the Hebrew people expected an earthly king or military leader
who would lead them to political and religious self~rule and justice. Jesus is instead
a heavenly king who rules over the whole world and all nations.

Group task: look up the following references:
Students report the findings of their Scripture search.

Old Testament:

2 Samuel 7:12-13

Isaiah 9:5-6,11:1-10, 53:4-9
1Chronicles 17:7-15

Psalm: 89:28-37

Psalm: 45:6-7

uhwh e

6. New Testament:

7. Matthew 2:2, 2:7-8,

8. Matthew 27: 11, 27:29

9. Luke 23:3, Luke 23:36, John 18:33
10. Mark 15:2, 15:17-19
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2. Even though Jesus had told the Apostles what would happen, why would it be hard
for John to accept that Jesus would rise again?

o  Although John had witnessed many miracles brought about by Jesus, including

bringing people like Lazarus back from the dead, resurrection of self may have been
too difficult to believe.

o Jesus was in such a lacerated and exsanguinated state.
o  John was still grieving and unable to look beyond the death in front of him.

Art:

1. Draw two symbols to express the juxtaposition of Jesus, e.g.: King/criminal.

Drama:

1. Create a tableau of the four mourners, close-up.
2. Make a facial expression to show John’s feelings and share it with a partner.

History:

1. What were the Romans doing in Palestine?
2. What were the expectations of the Messiah?
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Chapter 3

Review:
1. From whose perspective did we experience the previous chapter?
2. How would you feel if you witnessed the condemnation or death of your innocent
friend?
English:
1. Through whose eyes are we seeing the events happening in this chapter?

w

0w N U A

How is the imagery of the weather setting the mood in the novel so far?

What is Mary Magdelene feeling? What words or phrases indicate her state of
being?

Describe Yeshua according to Mary Magdelene.

In a “tweet” what is her story?

How has Yeshua saved her?

How does Yeshua bring hope? How is he different in her mind?

What miracles does she retell?

. What troubles Mary about the present situation?

10 What reasons did Yeshua give for not marrying her?
11.Did she accept his decision? Why? Do you think that it would be different today?

Religion:

1.
2.
3.

Research the different parables and retell one of them to the class.
Why did Mary think that Yeshua’s teachings were “The Way”?
What were Yeshua’s thoughts about stressing and worrying? What examples did
he give?
The author chose to suggest that Mary loved Yeshua romantically. Is there any
evidence of this in Scripture?
What do you think was the aim of the author in imagining that Mary was in love
with Jesus?
John the Baptist had a family relationship to Jesus. How were Jesus and John the
Baptist related? What was the role of John the Baptist in the Bible?
Look up the following readings from Scripture:

a) Isaiah 40:3

b) Luke 1:13-17 Luke 1:39-45
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c) Luke 1:39-45

d) Luke 1:57-66

e) Matthew 3:1-4

f) Matthew: 3:13-15

g) Mark: 1:2-8

h) John 1-19-28

i) What do they say about John the Baptist?
j) What does the dove represent?

Drama:

1. Play out one of these scenes:
a) The baptism of Jesus (Mt 3:13-17)
b) The wedding at Cana (John 2 1-11)
c) The hemorrhaging woman (Mt 9: 18-26)
d) The exodus of the mad spirits (Lk 8:1-2)
e) A parable (Luke 8:4, Mt 13. Mk 4, Mt 13,
f) Mk 4, Lk 15: 4-32 Mt 18:11-13)

Art:

1. You are a costume director/designer for a movie. Design costumes for Mary, Jesus,
and John the Baptist.

2. Jesus “reduced” the ten commandments to two. Draw a tablet with the two new
commandments of Jesus.

History:

1. Crucifixion was a common form of execution used by the Romans. Why do you
think they practiced this method of execution?

16
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Chapter 3 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:

1. From whose perspective did we experience the previous chapter?

John the Apostle.

2. How is the imagery of the weather setting the mood in this novel so far?

The weather is angry, heavy, and destructive. It reflects the sad and heavy-hearted
Jriends and mother of Jesus, as well as other sympathizers witnessing the cructfixion.
Worse, the weather is becoming angrier and more violent as Veshua’s death
approaches. The storm s a_foreshadowing of God’s wrath toward the Jewish and
Roman executioners. It makes people ask themselves what they had done.

3. How would you feel if you witnessed the condemnation or death of your innocent
friend?

Answers will vary.

English:

1. Through whose eyes are we seeing the events happening in this chapter?

Mary Magdelene.

2. What is Mary Magdelene feeling? What words or phrases indicate her state of
being?

Mary Magdelene is awakened to the brutal reality of the imminent death of Jesus.
She has seen her beloved Yeshua butchered, and she is stunned, shocked, and
horrified. She is anguished and sorrowful. She feels “like a dagger was thrust into
her heart”. She feels like she might lose her mind again as she says: “affect her frail
and fragile mind.”  She was a sympathetic follower who financed some of his
teaching journeys (p.14). She is grateful for him having saved her from demons.

She 1s smitten by Jesus. “She was in love with him.” There may be other feelings
that students may offer.
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3. Describe Yeshua according to Mary Magdelene.

Yeshua is charismatic, attractive, kind, intelligent, pure, humble, understanding, a
gentle and sensitive spirit, a convincing speaker, who brought hope to people; he was
soothing and empathetic. Students may offer other descriptions.

4. In a “tweet”, what is her story?

Answers may vary.

5. How had Yeshua saved her?

Yeshua had released seven demons from her, thereby healing her mind and soul. He
had saved her from mental illness and torment.

6. How does Yeshua bring hope? How is he different in her opinion?

Jesus’ message 1s a message of hope. He has preached about forgiveness, as in the
prodigal son parable, and also trust in God, as in the “lilies of the field”. He has not
been self-serving, but about serving the poor and the excluded people. His message
has been about love of God and love of neighbour.

7. What miracles does she retell?

o  The exorcism of her demons
e The wedding at Cana

8. What troubles Mary about the present situation?

Mary Magdalene is horrified by the Roman brutality of crucifizion, by the “pain-
wracked body” of Veshua, and by the death of her beloved.

She wonders where the adoring crowds are now, and why there are only four faithful
people who remain at the final scene.

9. What reasons did Yeshua give for not marrying her?
o It would be unfair to her because he cannot fully commit to making her the
priority of his life.
e He needs to give his undrvided attention to his mission.
e His mission is too important, and he must do the work of the Father.
o Time 1s urgent and his days are numbered as he approaches his death.
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10. Did she accept his decision? Why?

Religion:

She accepted his decision. Veshua, in their moment together, and, with his kiss, had
shown her deep, pure and eternal love. It had been enough for her. She was filled
with the grace to accept this, and actually gained courage and strength for what was
going to happen to him.

1. Research the different parables and retell one of them to the class.

To assure that there are a variety of parables recounted, assign or have them sign up
for one.

2. Why did Mary think that Yeshua’s teachings were “The Way”?

Jesus said he was “the way’. “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” His approach was different, and she
believed in him.

Jesus preached about the way to the kingdom of God and eternal life.

“Enter through the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads
to destruction, and there are many who take it. For the gate is narrow and the road
1s hard that leads to life, and there are few who find 1it.” Matthew 7:13-14

After the death and resurrection of Jesus, the church movement by the apostles and
disciples of Jesus became known as “The Way”.

Mentioned several times in the Acts: 9:2, 19:9, 22, 22:4

3. What were Jesus’ thoughts about stressing and worrying? What examples did he

give?

Jesus said that worrying and stressing were useless and would not “add one cubit to
their life span”. He pointed out that the lilies of the fields and the birds in the air did
not worry and yet they were looked after by the Father. If the father cared for these
[1ttle creatures, how much more would he care for His people?

4. The author chose to reveal that Mary loved Yeshua romantically. Is there any
evidence of this in Scripture?

No. She is mentioned as a close follower who was present at the crucifixion and who
was the first to see him and the empty tomb.
19
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There exists a Gospel of Mary in which she reveals the exorcism of her demons. (It s
not part of the Bible, and 1t 1s incomplete, but it can be found online.)

5. What do you think was the aim of the author in imagining that Mary was in love
with Jesus?

The author wanted to show that Jesus was fully human, experiencing all the
blessings, trials and tribulations of this life: temptation, love, pain.

6. John had a family relationship to Jesus. How were they related? What was the role
of John the Baptist in the Bible?

John the Baptist was a cousin of Jesus. He was the son of Elizabeth, a cousin of
Mary, whom Mary visited before the birth of Jesus. The baby in Elizabeth’s womb
leaped when Mary arrived, and Elizabeth recognized that Mary was pregnant with
a very special person.

John became “T'he Baptist” when he called on people to repent, and he baptized them
tn the Jordan River. John recognized that Jesus was Son of God when he saw
Jesus, and then saw the dove and heard the voice of God:” This 1s my Son”.

He 15 often thought to have been one of the Essenes, who lived very rugged lives in the
desert. He 1s described in Matthew as wearing a garment of camel’s hair, with a
leather girdle around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. (Matt 5:1-4)

7. Look up the following readings from Scripture:

a) Isaiah 40:3

b) Luke 1:13-17 Luke 1:39-45
c) Luke 1:39-45

d) Luke 1:57-66

e) Matthew 3:1-4

f)  Matthew: 3:13-15, 11:11
g) Mark: 1:2-8

h) John 1-19-28

i) John3:30

8. What do they say about John the Baptist?
e He fulfilled prophecies from the Old Testament.

e He was destined to be a great man.

o Afler baptizing Jesus, John felt that he must diminish, and Jesus must
Increase.
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o John understood his inferior role and did not want to Baptize the Son of
God. (“I am not fit to untie his sandal...”)

o Jesus said of John that there was no greater man born of woman.

9. What does the dove represent?

The dove appears in the story of Noah, (Genesis 8:8-12) where the dove that returns
to Noah at the end of the Great Flood, bearing an olrve leaf in its beak, represents
peace and forgiveness between God and humans.

The dove also represents the Holy Spirit. The voice is The Father.
And Jesus completes the Trinity—the Triune God.

“The Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him and behold, a voice
from heaven, saying. “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.””

Drama:

1. Play out one of these scenes:
a) The Baptism of Jesus (Mt 3:13-17)
b) The Wedding at Cana (John 2 1-11)
c¢) The hemorrhaging woman (Mt 9: 18-26)
d) The exodus of the mad spirits (Lk 8:1-2)
e) A parable (Luke 8:4, Mt 13. Mk 4, Mt 13, Mk 4, Lk 15: 4-32 Mt 18:11-13)

Art:

1. You are a costume director/designer for a movie, design a costume for Mary, Jesus,
and John the Baptist.

2. Jesus “reduced” the ten commandments to two. Draw a tablet with the new
commandments of Jesus.

The two new commandments are to “love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind”, and to “love your neighbour as

yourself”.
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History:

1. Crucifixion was a common form of execution used by the Romans. Why do you
think they practiced this method of execution?

Student answers may vary.
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Chapter 4:

Review:

1. The musical play Jesus Christ Superstar, by Andrew Lloyd Webber, includes a song
sung by Mary Magdelene. Listen to the song online and discuss how this song
compares with the story.

Lyrics:

I don’t know how to love him

What to do, how to move him

I’'ve been changed, yes really changed
In these past few days

When I've seen myself

| seem like someone else. ...

English:

1. Who is Mary Clopas?
2. What criticism did Mary and Jesus face regarding their relationship?
3. Do you think that Mary, Jesus’ mother, understood her son’s decision?

Religion:

What was the obligation of Jews regarding Jerusalem?

In this story, what major holy day are the Jews commemorating?
What are the expectations at this time of year for Jews?

What is a Seder meal?

PwnN P

History:

1. Investigate why the Romans were worried about the holy day of Passover in
Jerusalem?
2. Find out how the Passover date is selected and why.

Art:

1. Plan and prepare a Seder menu.
2. Prepare and experience a simple Seder meal.
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Drama:

1. Prepare a skit between some Nazareth women and Mary regarding Jesus leaving
her without his support. Include Mary Clopas in this dialogue.

2. There are questions that the head of the household asks the children during the
Passover. What are some of those questions and their answers?
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Chapter 4 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:

1. The musical play Jesus Christ Superstar, by Andrew Lloyd Webber, includes a song
sung by Mary Magdelene. Listen to the song online and discuss how this song
compares with the story.

Lyrics:
I don’t know how to love him
What to do, how to move him
I’ve been changed, yes really changed
In these past few days
When I've seen myself
I seem like someone else. ...
English:

1. Who is Mary Clopas?

Mary Clopas ts a relative of Mary. About her there is unclear and inconsistent
information. She is thought to be a sister to Mary, mother of Jesus. It is not a firm
fact, because the word “sister at that time, could also mean sister-in-law, so she might
be a relative through Joseph. She 1s the mother of James and Joseph, and Salome.

The terms brother and sister are often used for cousins, and for family members
lrving in the same household.

2. What criticism did Mary and Jesus face regarding their relationship?

In the time of Jesus, when a woman lost her husband, her son was supposed to
support her until death. Rather than take over his father Joseph’s trade and support
his mother, Jesus was doing mission work in other cities and communities. Mary
needed to rely on other relatives to care for her material needs. Later, before he died,
Jesus asked John to be her son and Mary to be his mother. In this, John represents
all humankind, and Mary, Jesus’ mother, is the mother of all humankind.

3. Do you think that Mary understood her son’s decision?

Answers may vary. The novel holds that she did understand from the beginning that
Jesus was not ordinary and that her son was destined for divine circumstances
beyond her knowledge to understand.
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Religion:
1. What was the obligation of Jews regarding Jerusalem?

Jews were expected to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem three times a year during
Passover in spring, Shavuot in summer and Sukkot in the fall. If the distance to
Jerusalem was hard and travel difficult, a Jewish family would at least journey to
the Holy City at Passover time.

2. In this story, what major holy day are the Jews commemorating?
There are celebrating the Passover.

3. What are the expectations at this time of year for Jews?

The Jews were expected to sacrifice an unblemished lamb and eat it entirely
Jollowing a certain ritual outlined by their forefathers. Passover is their most holy of
days. The purpose is to remember their flight from Egypt when God protected the
Hebrew people who had put the blood of the sacrificed lamb on their door posts.

They had been saved from the death of the first born while the Egyptians suffered the
consequences of the Pharoah’s dectsion to not let them go.

4. What is a Seder meal?

The Seder 1s the Passover meal celebrated by Jews, even today. It has special
symbolic foods and traditions which commemorate their deliverance from Egypt into
the Promised Land.

History:
1. Why were the Romans worried about this holy day of Passover in Jerusalem?

The Romans were concerned about the rebellion of the Jews. Insurrectionists had
been increasing their activities because they saw the Romans as desecrating their
Jaith and imposing their laws on them.
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2. How is the Passover date selected? Why?

It is calculated based on the lunar cycle. The Passover festival lasts a period of a
week according to the first full moon in the Hebrew calendar month of Nissan. The
moon helped light the way for the pilgrims travelling at night.

Art:

1. Plan a seder menu.

2. Prepare and experience a simple Seder meal.
Drama:

1. Prepare a skit between some Nazareth women and Mary regarding Jesus leaving
her without his support. Include Mary Clopas in this dialogue.

2. There are questions that the head of the household asks the children during the
Passover. What are some of those questions and their answers?
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Chapter 5

Review:

1. What kind of woman does Mary Magdelene seem to be?

2. In the Near East, people often lived in homes with multiple families. Do you think

that Mary Clopas and her children lived with Mary, Jesus” mother? Would this
account for “bothers and sisters of Jesus?

English:

NoukwN e

The Passover meal was in remembrance of which event in Jewish history?

Describe the feelings of Joseph and Nicodemus.

Why was the crucifixion a disaster in their minds?

Why were the Pharisees and the Council feeling threatened by Yeshua?

How had the Jewish leaders arranged to have Jesus arrested?

What was their main argument for doing so?

How has the weather changed since the beginning of the novel? What does this
symbolize?

Religion:

kW E

Art:

What was the Sanhedrin Council?

Joseph has a new sepulchre in the vicinity. What are his plans?

What preparations will be needed to bury Jesus?

Why are they pressed for time?

From whom do they need permission before they can take Jesus off the cross for

burial?

Going into the Prefect’s domain, the Praetorium, will make them unclean for the

Sabbath. What reasoning did the two Pharisees use to go ahead with their plans?
Why was Pontius Pilot agreeable to their request?

1. lllustrate a market scene. Draw a specific food booth in the market.

2. lllustrate the items required to bury Jesus.

3. Prepare a scroll with Pontius Pilate’s permission on it, complete with seal.
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Drama:

1. Prepare a skit to show what happened either 1) at the Temple with the money
exchangers and sellers, or 2) at the trial of Jesus
2. Prepare a recording of the different sounds of a bazaar market.

History:

1. Research and describe what historically happened in the Temple before Passover

involved sacrifice and the slaughter of lambs.
2. What parallel can be drawn between the sacrificing of a lamb for Passover and

Christ’s crucifixion?
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Chapter 5 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:
1. What kind of woman does Mary Magdelene seem to be?

Answers may vary.

2. In the Near East, people often lived in homes with multiple families. Why was this
the case?

T'raditionally, family responsibilities often included sharing one’s home with
widowed relatives and aging parents. Sometimes, families (two brothers for
example) would share a home for economic reasons. It 1s quite possible that Mary
Clopas would have shared a home with Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. In the near east,
the term “brothers and sisters” would often include cousins and other relatives
sharing a home.

English:
1. The Passover meal was in remembrance of which event in Jewish history?

The deliverance of the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land.

2. Describe the feelings of Joseph and Nicodemus?

It 15 believed that Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were both ruling members of
the Sanhedrin Counctl, but that they were secret followers of Jesus. The novel
suggests that they felt very culpable, or guilty, and were ashamed. for their cowardice
at not defending Jesus more before, during and after the trial. They were devastated
about the death by crucifixion that was ordered for Veshua.

3. Why was the crucifixion a disaster in their minds?

Joseph and Nicodemus were believers in Jesus Christ. They felt that Veshua had
been wrongfully found guilty. They believed they had been cowards for not siding
with Yeshua, and they wondered how God would regard their inaction.
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Now, they were running out of time and needed to find the means to bury Yeshua.
The weather was getting worse, there was a possibility of an earthquake, and the
time was running short before the Sabbath, by which time YVeshua needed to be

entombed.
4. Why were the Pharisees and the Council feeling threatened by Yeshua?

The leaders had wanted to get rid of Veshua because:
e He was popular and had amassed a large following.
e He made the Pharisees and Scribes look bad, calling them hypocrites.
e He claimed that God was his Father in Heaven.
e People saw him as the new King of the Jews.

e He often reinterpreted the Jewish laws and preached a message of love and
Justice.

5. How had the Jewish leaders arranged to have Jesus arrested?

The Jewish leaders had bribed Judas Iscariot, one of his apostles, to find Veshua
and lead the authorities to him. They had bribed ordinary people to lie about him at
trial and to urge the authorities like Pontius Pilate and the Council to execute him.

6. What was their main argument for doing so?

As well as resenting the gentle and alluring teachings of Veshua, the Jewish
authorities saw his leadership as threatening thetr position in the governance of therr
people, the Jews. They thought that Yeshua was politically dangerous. They made
the argument that it was better for one heretic to die than endanger the whole Jewish

people.
7. How has the weather changed since the beginning of the novel? What does this
symbolize?

The weather has worsened. The sky was blacker, and it looked like it was going to
split open. There was now lightning, thunder, and trembling under the earth.

The weather reflected the tragedy, the sadness, and God’s fury and wrath at the way
His people had treated His son.
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Religion:
1. What was the Sanhedrin Council?

It was an assembly of high-ranking rabbis who made decisions for the Jewish people.
They interpreted, judged, and executed therr religious latws.

2. Joseph has a new sepulchre in the vicinity. What are his plans?

A sepulchre is a tomb fashioned from a cave or a stone or brick structure. Joseph of
Arimathea plans to place Jesus in a tomb that he owns. He and Nicodemus would
need to ask Pilate for permission to remove Veshua’s body from the cross and take 1t
away to the burzal place.

3. What preparations will be needed to bury Jesus?

They would need a ladder and tools to take Veshua’s body down from the cross, and
a means of carrying him to the tomb. The Jewish burial rituals of the time required a
shroud and other items to complete the burial rituals. Mary of Clopas had prepared
some of these in advance as well. However, 1t would need to be a reduced burial
ceremony as there was just no time for anything but a hurried affair.

4. Why are they pressed for time?
The hour was getting late, and the Jewish Passover and Sabbath commence at

sundown. By religious law, the body must be entombed before sundown. Meanwhile,
the weather was getting more dreadful by the minute.

5. From whom do they need permission before they can take Yeshua off the cross for
burial?

Pontius Pilate.

6. Going into the Prefect’s domain, the Praetorium, will make them unclean for the
Sabbath. What reasoning did the two Pharisees use to go ahead with their plans?

They let their hearts decide whether this action was good or evil because Veshua had
shown them that sometimes the laws needed to be set aside for a greater good.
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7. Why was Pontius Pilot agreeable to their request?

Pilate felt guilty. While he had not found the man guilty of breaking any specific
law, he had nevertheless given the crucifizion command to please the Jewish
authorities and people. Also, his wife felt that Jesus was an innocent and holy man.

Art:
1. lllustrate a market scene. lllustrate a specific food booth in the market.
2. Prepare a scroll with Pontius Pilate’s permission on it, complete with seal.
Drama:

1. Prepare a skit to show what happened either 1) at the Temple with the money
exchangers and sellers or 2) at the trial of Jesus.

2. Prepare a recording of the different sounds of a bazaar market.
History:

1. Research and describe what historically happened in the Temple before Passover
involved sacrifice and the slaughter of lambs.

2. What parallel can be drawn between the sacrificing of a lamb for Passover and
Christ’s crucifixion?
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Chapter 6

Review:

1. What was the most felt emotion in the last chapter? Why?
English:

1. Describe Jerusalem from Yeshua’s perspective.

2. What was ironic about the “parade” held for Jesus when he entered the city of
Jerusalem, followed by the crucifixion shortly after?

3. Imagine and describe the agony that Jesus must have been suffering.

4. What psychological pain would he be feeling?

Religion:

1. What did Adam and Eve have to do with Jesus’ current situation?

Describe what happened at the Last Supper?

Why was that supper both a happy and a sad time for Jesus?

Why was Jesus making this sacrifice?

Why do you think the Father let the crucifixion happen, when he had stopped
Abraham from sacrificing his son Isaac?

vk wnN

Art:

1. Look online and examine at least three paintings of the Last Supper. Share your
observations. Which one appeals to you most and why?

Drama:

1. Prepare a dialogue for the scene of the washing of Peter’s feet.
2. Prepare an interview between a news reporter and Judas or Peter or the other

apostles.
History:

1. Discover online why it was important to wash feet in the time of Jesus. Was it only
the Jews who performed that ritual or did others do it also?
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Chapter 6 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:

1. What was the most commonly felt emotion in the last chapter? Why?

Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea both felt worry, guilt, shame, and fear. They

felt shame and guilt for their cowardice at not defending Veshua at the trial and by
keeping therr following of Veshua in secret, while believing in his teachings. They
felt fear because of their betrayal of their own Sanhedrin Council, and they were also
afraid of approaching the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, for permission to remove
the body. The bad weather made them nervous. They were also worried about
getting home in time for their household Passover according to Jewish law. They
were afraid of what they had done and what their consequences would be both on
earth and in heaven.

English:

1. Describe Jerusalem from Yeshua’s perspective.

It was a majestic metropolis, with busy markets and streets
It was a beautiful walled city with a Temple at its centre.
The Temple was a source of great pride.

It was considered a Holy City.

2. What was ironic about the “parade” held for Jesus when he entered the city of
Jerusalem, followed by the crucifixion shortly thereafter?

When he arrived in Jerusalem, people were hailing Veshua as the new King and
saviour of Judea and of the Jewish people. They threw their garments and palm
branches on the path before him and sang Hosanna (Greek word meaning, Please
Save Us) expressing their adoration, and praising him. There was much celebration
at his coming, and then, within days he was arrested, tried and brutally executed on
the cross.

3. Imagine and describe the agony that Jesus must have been suffering.

1. Physically, Yeshua was whipped or scourged with a short whip called a flagellum or
Slagrum. It 1s made of stands of leather or rope knotted at regular interval with
pieces of metal attached.

2. He had a crown of thorns placed on his head and pressed down, piercing his scalp.

3. He needed to carry his heavy cross a distance to his crucifixion location on Golgotha.
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4. He was natled in place on the cross through the feet and hands. (Some say it had to
be through his wrists because the hands could not sustain the weight of the body.)

5. Most cructfied people, tied to the cross, could not breathe and died of suffocation, but
because of all the blood-letting events such as the crown, the scourge, the nailing, and
the piercing of his side with a spear, Veshua lost an enormous amount of blood and
died of exsanguination. He literally “emptied himself” and “poured himself out for

us”.
4. What psychological pain is he feeling?

Jesus had made blind people see, deaf people hear, lame and paralysed people walk
and healed many illnesses. Jesus felt betrayed by the people to whom he had been so
kind, by the leaders of the Temple who refused to believe him, and by most of his
apostles and disciples who were not present for him at the end of his life. In the end,
Yeshua even felt that he had been abandoned by His Heavenly Father. “Why have
you forsaken me?” He felt alone.

Religion:

1. What did Adam and Eve have to do with Jesus’ current situation?

Adam and Eve represent humankind—God’s best creation. But they had disobeyed
God and fallen for Satan’s lies. They coveted God’s power.

Adam and Eve are the reason for the need for a Redeemer. Thetr sin of pride and
disobedience in choosing to follow the lies of Satan got them exiled from an easy and
eternal life in Eden. However, God did not forsake them, but promised to ultimately
send a Saviour who would restore them to the good graces of their Creator.
Somebody pure and sinless who would pay the ransom for their sins.

2. Describe what happened at the Last Supper?

Jesus established two sacraments at this event: the priesthood and the Eucharist.
During the last supper, Jesus established that he would remain on earth in the
physical form of bread and wine every time an anointed priest remembered him in the
breaking of the bread and drinking of the wine at the Eucharist. He then
demonstrated to his apostles, the future leaders and priests of the Church, how to
serve humbly when he washed their feet.

3. Why was that supper both a happy and a sad time for Jesus?

Jesus knew that it was his last meal with his friends. He loved them and enjoyed
thetr company. He also knew that his mission on earth had come to an end and that
he would, shortly after the meal, be betrayed, arrested, suffer, and die.
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4. Why was Jesus making this sacrifice? Why did the Father let the crucifixion
happen, when he had stopped Abraham from sacrificing his son Isaac?

Abraham’s faith was tested as he accepted to obey the command of God. He
succeeded in proving his loyalty to God, but Isaac was not the perfect sacrifice,
whereas Jesus was an incorruptible and sinless innocent victim. What God didn’t
demand of Abraham He expected of Himself—the ultimate sacrifice. The Father
needed Jesus to die on the cross to save all people of the world from death caused by
sin. He would make Jesus rise again and come to eternal life. The kingdom of God

was here on earth if a person chose to obey God. Jesus showed us the way to eternal
life.

Art:

1. Look online and examine at least three paintings of the Last Supper. Share your
observations. Which one appeals to you most and why?

2. View the Passion of the Christ by Mel Gibson. Discuss.
Drama:
1. Prepare a dialogue for the scene of the washing of Peter’s feet.

2. Prepare an interview between a news reporter and Judas or Peter or the other
apostles.

History:
1. Discover online why it was important to wash feet in the time of Jesus.

2. Was it only the Jews who performed that ritual or did other cultures do it also?
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Chapter 7

Review:
1. In your experience, do you know of a case where a very good or innocent person
was punished? Has it ever seriously happened to you?
English:
1. What are the soldiers doing in this chapter?
2. What happens between Yeshua and the other two men being crucified beside him?
3. What is the main difference between Yeshua and the other two men being
crucified?
4. What is the difference between one criminal and the other?
5. What does Yeshua promise the “good thief”? Why?
6. What is the “good thief’s” name? Is this historically accurate?
7. Explain why Yeshua feels betrayed.
Religion:
1. What are the other injuries and insults that the Romans have inflicted on Jesus?
2. How can you explain Jesus’ willingness to forgive despite his pain and betrayal?
How is this counter-cultural?
3. Why is it important to realize that Jesus suffered human pain just like we do?
4. Describe how Jesus finally accepts his fate.
5. When compared to Moses, David, and the other great leaders, what is
different about Jesus?
6. Does Jesus seem sympathetic to women? How do we know?
7. How does Jesus make sure that his mother will be cared for in the end? What
does this mean symbolically?
8. Describe Yeshua’s last moments of life on the cross.
9. What choir of angels surrounds Jesus on the cross at his death?
10. How does Marcus determine that Yeshua is dead?
11. What happens in the Temple after Yeshua dies?
12. What does the “rending” of the temple curtain signify?
13. Research how a Temple is set up. What is behind the curtain? Why is this

significant?
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Art:

1. Draw a plan of the ancient Hebrew Temple or build a model.
2. Look up artist Salvador Dali’s view of the crucifixion. How does it compare with

other crucifixion paintings?
Drama:

1. Prepare a tableau of the last scene of the death of Jesus.

History:

1. Do a study of the different choirs of angels. Do we really know for certain about

their organization and their roles?
2. Research a death by crucifixion by the Romans. What other punishments were

commonly used at that time?
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Chapter 7 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:

1. In your experience, do you know of a case where a very good or innocent person
was punished? Has it ever seriously happened to you?

Answers may vary.
English:
1. What are the soldiers doing in this chapter?

The soldiers are mocking the crucified criminals. They are espectally hard on
Yeshua and taunt him to save himself. They scoff at him for being a “king”. They
laugh at him.

2. What happens between Yeshua and the other two men being crucified beside him?

One criminal takes up what the soldiers are saying and mocks and scoffs at Yeshua
by asking him to save himself and them. The other criminal (Dismas) recognizes
that they had truly commatted sin but that YVeshua is an innocent man and a king.
Dismas asks Veshua to remember him when he enters his reign.

3. What is the main difference between Yeshua and the other two men being
crucified?

He has unjustly been crucified and is an innocent man.
4. What is the difference between one criminal and the other?

One criminal believes and repents and the other has scoffed at Yeshua. After a life of
crime, Dismas regrets his sin and has a change of heart. Veshua sees this remorse

and sorrow and forgives him.

5. What does Yeshua promise the “good thief”? Why?

Yeshua promases the good thief that he will be in Paradise with him on that day.
Jesus saw into the criminal’s heart. He recognized in him real regret and repentance
for his crimes and sins. He asked Veshua to remember him in paradise.

6. What is the “good thief's” name? Is this historically accurate?

Dismas 1s his name and 1t 1s considered by the Church to be historically accurate. St.
Dismas has a feast day on March 25. The other criminal who mocked Veshua was
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named Gestas. Their names do not appear in the Bible but are mentioned in the

apocryphal (not officially accepted) Gospel of Nicodemus.

7. Explain why Yeshua feels betrayed. How would you have felt?

Based on the information above, let the students express their thoughts on the
betrayal. Ask them to make connections and extensions to this in their own lives or

those of people they know.
Religion:
1. What are the other injuries and insults that the Romans have inflicted on Jesus?

The soldiers have pushed him around, spit on him, whipped him, driven a crown of
thorns into his head. They have roughly whipped the exhausted Jesus while he was
carrying the cross. They nailed him to the cross. They have mocked and laughed at
him.

2. How can you explain Jesus’ willingness to forgive despite his pain and betrayal?
How is this counter-cultural?

That was Jesus” message to “turn the other cheek”, to forgive your enemies and to
love with great passion. This message is a very difficult one to follow and disturbs
our natural tendencies. It is very counter-cultural when challenged by current
literature and films where revenge is often the goal. Vet it is forgiveness that is the
answer to peace and the ultimate sacrifice.

3. Why is it important to realize that Jesus suffered human pain just like we do?

Jesus felt the same pain as we do because he s fully human, and because he shared in
our life to the end, we know that he has experienced firsthand suffering, pain and
death.

4. Describe how Jesus finally accepts his fate.

Jesus willingly accepts his suffering and resigns himself to his death and commaits his
spirit (gives himself up) to his Father’s will.

5. When compared to Moses, David, and the other great leaders, what is different
about Jesus?

Jesus is uncorrupted and sinless, whereas the others are merely humans, with human
sins.
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6. Does Jesus seem sympathetic to women? How do we know?

Jesus 1s sympathetic to women. He recognizes how women have been put down in
life. He knows that they suffer in their lowly position in the society of the time. He
also recognizes how they are brave, and capable of love, devotion and faithfulness.
His attitude toward women 1s demonstrated by his treatment of such women as: the
woman who was about to be stoned (John 7:568 — 8:11), the woman who was
hemorrhaging (Luke 8:43-48), the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:4-26),
curing the Canaan woman’s daughter who was plagued by a demon (Matthew
15:22-28), and exorcising the demons of Mary Magdalene (Luke 8:2). There are
other examples as well, such as the fact that the resurrected Jesus appeared to a
woman even before He appeared to men (John 20:11-18)

7. How does Jesus make sure that his mother will be cared for in the end? What does
this mean symbolically?

Jesus asks John to be her son and Mary to be his mother.
That way, John will look after his mother after his death.

Symbolically, John represents all people, and Mary is the mother of all people. She is
the Mother of his church. Therefore, she is our mother too.

8. Describe Yeshua’s last moments of life on the cross.

Look up a version of the Four Gospels and read aloud.
Matthew 27:45-56, Mark 15:83-41, Luke 23:44-49, John 19:25-30
How do the different versions compare?

9. What choir of angels surrounds Jesus on the cross at his death?
The chotr of Powers.

10. How does Marcus determine that Yeshua is dead?

Marcus prerces Veshua’s side with a spear and sees that there 1s just a little blood
Sollowed by water and then no more blood which meant that the body had bled out
and emptied itself out of the blood life force.

11. What happens in the Temple after Yeshua died?

The curtain that contains the area called the Holy of Holies was ripped from top to
bottom.
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12. What does the “rending” of the temple curtain signify?

The Temple Sacred Holy of Holies as it has been known is ripped open symbolizing
that the old Temple is now at an end, and the Jewish traditions and Holy of Holzes
1s replaced by a new Temple: Jesus. A new kingdom is beginning.

13. Look up how a Temple is set up. What is behind the curtain? Why is this
significant?

It 15 a_four-pillared area covered with a veil at the innermost part of the Temple.
Only the high priest could ever enter the area and then only once a year. It had
originally housed the sacred Ark of the Covenant. However, prior to the last invasion
of Jerusalem, by Babylonians in 587 BC, it is believed that the prophet, Jeremiah, ,
hid the Ark. The First Temple was completely destroyed by the Babylonians. The
Ark of the Covenant was never found or returned to the Sacred place in the Temple.
Christians believe that Jesus Christ replaces the Ark as the presence of God on earth,
now in the form of bread and wine held in the tabernacle.

Art:
1. Draw a plan of the ancient Hebrew Temple or build a model.

2. Look up artist Salvador Dali’s view of the crucifixion. How does it compare with
other crucifixion paintings?

Drama:
1. Prepare a tableau of the last scene of the death of Jesus.

2. View the Passion of the Christ by Mel Gibson. Discuss.
History:

1. Do a study of the different choirs of angels. Do we really know for sure about their
organization and their roles? (See Chart 2 in the Appendix)

2. Research a death by crucifixion by the Romans. What other punishments were
commonly used at that time?

Answers could include:

Execution by other means, such as strangulation; fines; extle; flogging; slavery or
hard labour; shackling.
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Crucifizion was eventually abandoned by the Romans because it was too cruel a
punishment.
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Chapter 8
Review:

1. Recap the story so far.
English:

1. Why are Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus in a hurry?

2. Why do you think they feel guilty?

3. What is Mary, Yeshua’s mother, feeling towards Joseph and Nicodemus? What is
the source of these feelings?

Religion:

1. Mary accepts that good sometimes comes out of evil. Where in the Bible is there
the same kind of response to the role of bad things? (See Genesis 50:20).

2. Where in the Bible is there the same response: “You are blessed among women.”
(See Lk 1:42) In what prayer does it appear?

3. How could Mary understand that she had found favour with God when at that
moment, Jesus’ mission does not appear to be fulfilled?

Art:

1. Michelangelo’s “Pieta” is a very moving sculpture; research where the original can

be found.
2. Create a graphic novel strip representation of Mary’s memories of her son.

Drama:

1. In different groups prepare a skit of one of the following:
a. Scraping of the knee
b. Apprenticing with Joseph, the carpenter
Jesus’ mission on the trip back from Jerusalem
Finding Jesus at the temple
Wedding at Cana

® o o

History:

1. Research a typical Jewish funeral at the time of Jesus.
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Chapter 8 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:
1. Recap the story so far.

Answers may vary.

English:
1. Why are Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus in a hurry?

They are in a hurry because they have much to do to bury Yeshua before the Sabbath
begins at sunset and also the weather is becoming extremely violent.

2. What is Mary, Yeshua’s mother, feeling towards Joseph and Nicodemus? What is
the source of these feelings?

Mary understands and is forgrving. She doesn’t blame them. She is thankful that
they are prepared to help bury her dear son. Her feelings come from her trust in God
and because she knows that her son has always been special and destined to do God’s
work. She feels that “something good will come of this”.

Religion:

1. Mary accepts that good sometimes comes out of evil. Where in the bible is there
the same kind of response to the role of bad things? (See Genesis 50:20).

Joseph, Jacob’s son, forgives his brothers for having sold him to the Egyptians and
admits that good has come from evil for without the event, Joseph would not have

able to interpret the pharaoh’s dream to store food and thereby save his family and
many others.

2. Where in the Bible is there the same response: “You are blessed among women.”
(See Lk 1:42) In what prayer does it appear?

Elizabeth, Mary’s pregnant cousin, exclarms this upon seeing Mary. That statement
1s also found in the “Hazil, Mary” prayer.

3. How can Mary understand that she has found favour with God when at that
moment, Jesus’ mission does not appear to be fulfilled?

Although Mary is suffering greatly from witnessing her only son, who is innocent of
any crime, be crucified like a criminal, she fully trusts in God and on what the angel
Gabriel had told her when he announced that she was going to conceive a Son.
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“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And behold, you
will concerve in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will

give to him the throne of his father David and he will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Lk 1:30-34

Art:
1. Michelangelo’s “Pieta” is a very moving sculpture. Research where the original can

be found.
The Pieta is located in St. Peter’s Basilica in The Vatican.

2. Create a graphic novel strip representation of Mary’s memories of her son.

Drama:
1. In different groups prepare a skit of one of the following:

a) Scraping of the knee
b) Apprenticing with Joseph, the carpenter
c) Jesus mission on the trip back from Jerusalem

d) Finding Jesus at the temple
e) Wedding at Cana

History:

1. Research a typical Jewish funeral at the time of Jesus.

Answers may vary.
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Chapter 9
Review:

1. Teacher: Time to review the performances of the skits. Perhaps take up a few
answers to the questions undertaken in the previous chapter.

English:

1. Describe the crypt in which Joseph of Arimathea has offered to bury Yeshua.

Is that a known fact or is this the author’s creation?

3. What was Mary Magdelene’s final gesture of love at the burial? Is this fact or
fiction?

4. What are “sudarium wraps”?

5. What other rituals were taken to prepare Jesus’ body for burial?

N

Religious:

1. Look up modern Christian burial prayers. Recite one of them.

2. Why did Jesus have to die?

3. What does the Catechism of the Catholic Church say about it? Did the author rely
on this source? What parts did the author imagine?

4. What other parts of the story are unknown from the death of Jesus onward?

Drama:

1. Choose a piece of classical music to represent the music in the tomb. Put lights to
the above music.

Art:
1. lllustrate the altar/tomb.
History:

1. Are Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea real people historically? Find out a little
about their lives.

48

Study Guidebook for Descent Into Hell by D. L. Hawkes, donnahawkes27 @gmail.com
Permission is required before copying this document by any means.



2. Research if there was an earthquake around the time of the death of Jesus, 33 AD.
What does your research report?

Chapter 9 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:

1. Time to review the performances of the skits. Perhaps take up a few answers to
the questions undertaken in the previous chapter.

English:

1. Describe the crypt in which Joseph of Arimathea has offered to bury Yeshua.

L.

It was dark and musty inside. The space inside was large as tombs go because
Joseph of Arimathea was wealthy. It was hewn out of a cliffside, a vaulted
room, sparsely furnished. There was an altar-like marble-slab table with four
pillars holding up the resting place. It had gold piping around the edges.

2. Is that a known fact or is this the author’s creation?

1.

21.
iii.

This s a creation of the author as there s very little said in Scripture after the
death of Jesus until his resurrection. However, 1 Peter 3:18-22 and
Ephesians 4:9. Jesus’ descent into hell was determined by biblical scholars and
theologians at early Church Council meetings. The Nicaean Council which
occurred in 325 AD had not included the statement of the descent into hell by
Jesus. However, it was probably during the Council of Constantinople 381
AD that this statement was added.

Biblical references:

“For Christ also died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh made alive in the spirit; in
which he went and preached to the spirits in prion, who formerly did not obey,
when God'’s patience waited in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. Baptism, which
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection Jesus Christ, who
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels. Authorities, and
powers subject to him.” 1Peter 3:18-22

“In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended in
the lower parts of the earth?” Ephesians 4:9
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v. www.biblestudytools.com Did Jesus Actually Descend into Hell?

3. What was Mary Magdelene’s final gesture of love at the burial? Is this fact or
fiction?
t. In this novel, Mary Magdelene finds wildflowers and hands them to Mary the
mother of Veshua as a gesture of love for Veshua. This part of the book comes
completely from the author’s imagination.

4. 5. What are “sudarium wraps”?

2. It 1s thought that this is the cloth that was wrapped around Jesus afler death.
By some definition, it is a napkin-sized cloth for wiping away sweat. Others
say it was a cloth like a shroud that at burial covers the entire body, as in the
Shroud of Turin.

ii. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; he saw the linen
cloths lying, and the napkin, which had been on his head, not lying with the linen
cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. John 20:6-7

5. What other rituals were taken to prepare Jesus’ body for burial?

1. They washed his body. They lit frankincense. They rubbed myrrh oil, aloe
and nard on his skin. They wrapped his body and covered him with a shroud.
They said prayers. When the gold along the edge of the burial slab is taken
tnto consideration, all three gifts of the magi were present at the death of
Jesus.

Religion:
1. Look up modern Christian burial prayers. Recite one of them.

Here are a couple of prayers found on the internet.

In your hands, Oh Lord,

we humbly entrust our brothers and sisters.

In this life you embraced them with your tender love.
deliver them now from every evil

and bid them eternal rest.
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The old order has passed away:

welcome them into paradise,

where there will be no sorrow, no weeping, no pain,
but fullness of peace and joy

with your Son and the Holy Spirit
Jforever and ever.

Amen.

May the love of God and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ
bless and console us

and gently wipe every tear from our eyes:

in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Taken from: www.thegardens.com

2. Why did Jesus have to die?

Yes, Jesus needed to die. He was the pure and unblemished lamb sacrifice. It was
the last sacrifice and the only one fully accepted by God for the redemption of Sin.
Jesus’ sacrifice replaced forever the need for sacrifice to God with animals, such as
the lambs at Passover and other occasions. With Jesus’ sacrifice came death to sin
and sin was replaced with God’s grace through Baptism.

3. What does the Catechism of the Catholic Church say about it?

627 Christ's death was a real death in that it put an end to his earthly human
existence. But because of the union which the person of the Son retained with
his body, his was not a mortal corpse like others, for "it was not possible for
death to hold him" and therefore "divine power preserved Christ's body from
corruption.” Both of these statements can be said of Christ: "He was cut off out
of the land of the living", and "My flesh will dwell in hope. For you will not
abandon my soul to Hades, nor let your Holy One see corruption.” Jesus'
Resurrection "on the third day" was the sign of this, also because bodily decay
was held to begin on the fourth day after death.

628 Baptism, the original and full sign of which is immersion, efficaciously
signifies the descent into the tomb by the Christian who dies to sin with Christ
tn order to live a new life. "We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life.”
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4. What other parts of the story are unknown from the death of Jesus onward?

There is not much information in Scripture from the death to the resurrection, which
1s why this novel is a work of fiction. The following are some of the parts created by
the author:

How the Mary and the others reacted, the presence and roles of Joseph and
Nicodemus, the description of the preparation of the body, Mary Magdelene bringing
a small bouquet of flowers to the burial, going to the upper room for Passover.
References are either based on the traditions of the time or are created from the
tmagination of the author.

Drama:

1. Choose a piece of classical music to represent the music in the tomb. Put lights to
the above music.

Art:
1. lllustrate the altar/tomb.
History:

1. Are Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea real people historically? Tell a little about
their lives.

The Catholic Church believes that these two men were actual well-to-do citizens of
Jerusalem who assisted with the burial of Jesus. They are both venerated by the
Church as Saints and have a feast day on August 31. Information about them can be
Jound online. Nicodemus has been described as a member of the Sanhedrin council,
and Joseph may have been a counctl member as well.

2. Research if there was an earthquake around the time of the death of Jesus, 33 AD.
What does your research report?
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Chapter 10
Review:
1. Retell the story so far in 80 characters or less.
English:
1. What event happened in the tomb once the stone was put into place?
2. What was the mood inside the tomb?
3. What role did the angels play?

Religion:

1. How did the author deal with the idea of a triune God (Trinity) in this part?
2. Is Jesus really dead?

3. Look up the in the Catechism of the Catholic Church # 599-607 to see the answer
to: Why did Jesus need to die?

Art:
1. The three persons are together; how could you represent this visually?
Drama:

1. Create a “shadow” sculpture using lights and a backdrop.

History:

1. Research the Ark of the Covenant. Where is it now?
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Chapter 10 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:
1. Retell the story so far in 80 characters or less.
Answers may vary.
English:
1. What event happened in the tomb once the stone was put into place?

Light shone brightly to light up the tomb. Angels appeared and beautiful songs of
prazise filled the space. A dove brighter yet appeared, and God the Father appeared
to gaze upon his son Veshua.

2. What was the mood inside the tomb?

The mood 1s one of praise and glory. The angels sing with praise and the Father 1s
pleased with the sacrifice made by his Son.

3. What role did the angels play?

See CCC numbers: 331-336 for more information.

The angels (Powers) guarded the soul of Jesus after his death, while the Virtues
accompanied his soul to the tomb. The seraphim angels always accompany God, and
the Cherubim angels were guarding outside the tomb like they did on the Ark of the

Covenant. All choirs joined in the singing: “Blessed 1s he who comes in the name of
the Lord.”

Religion:
1. How did the author deal with the idea of a triune God (Trinity) in this part?

The Trinity is a mystery that humans do not fully understand. We know that there
are three persons in God, separate and unified because the Church has told us that on
many occasions. The author chose to have all three persons appear as separate in this
scene in the tomb. Jesus is lying on the altar-like table, while the dove representing
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the Holy Spirit appears as a brilliant light and from which appeared the light-filled
body of the Father.

2. Is Jesus really dead? (CCC See 624-628)

Yes. Jesus is dead. We saw that he had no blood left in him as it had entirely poured
out of his body and that he had completely emptied himself of that lifeforce. His soul
had separated from his body as well.

624 "By the grace of God" Jesus tasted death "for everyone”. In his plan of
salvation, God ordained that his Son should not only "die for our sins" but
should also "taste death", experience the condition of death, the separation of his
soul from his body, between the time he expired on the cross and the time he was
raised from the dead. The state of the dead Christ is the mystery of the tomb and
the descent into hell. 1t is the mystery of Holy Saturday, when Christ, lying in
the tomb, reveals God's great sabbath rest after the fulfillment of man's
salvation, which brings peace to the whole universe.

3. Look up the in the Catechism of the Catholic Church # 599-607 to see the answer
to: Why did Jesus need to die?

Catechism of the Catholic Church or CCC. #s 599-607. See below a section.
III. CHRIST OFFERED HIMSELF TO HIS FATHER FOR OUR SINS
Christ's whole life is an offering to the Father

606 The Son of God, who came down "from heaven, not to do [his] own will, but
the will of him who sent [him]",413 said on coming into the world, "Lo, I have
come to do your will, O God." "And by that will we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."414 From the first
moment of his Incarnation the Son embraces the Father's plan of divine
salvation in his redemptive mission: "My food 1s to do the will of him who sent
me, and to accomplish his work."415 The sacrifice of Jesus "for the sins of the
whole world"416 expresses his loving communion with the Father. "The
Father loves me, because I lay down my life”, said the Lord, "[ffor] I do as the
Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the
Father."417
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607 The desire to embrace his Father's plan of redeeming love inspired Jesus' whole
life, 418 for his redemptive passion was the very reason for his Incarnation. And
so he asked, "And what shall I say? 'Father, save me _from this hour'? No, for
this purpose I have come to this hour."419 And again, "Shall I not drink the
cup which the Father has given me?"420 From the cross, just before "It is

Sfinished", he said, "I thirst."421

"The Lamb who takes away the sin of the world"
Art:
1. The three persons are together; how could you represent this visually?
Drama:

1. Create a “shadow” sculpture using lights and a backdrop.

History:
1. Research the Ark of the Covenant. Where is it now?

Based on the information in Rev. 11:19, the catholic church believes the Ark is in heaven.
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Chapter 11

Review:
1. What have you learned that is new to you so far?
English:
1. What parts are fiction in this chapter?
2. Describe the Dominions.
3. What is Yeshua’s reaction to the flowers left in the tomb?
4. Describe the Garden of Eden.
5. What is an elysian oasis?
6. Write a short description of how you would imagine Eden.
7. How does Yeshua appear in the Garden paradise?
8. How does Yeshua resolve Dismas’ worries from earth?
Religion:
1. Where is our first encounter with the Garden of Eden in Scripture? (Gen: 1, Gen. 2)
2. Why should we not judge the sins of others? What does Jesus mean when he says,
“I know your heart’?
3. How is Dismas like the prodigal son?
4. Is there a place on earth where Eden could be found? Are there dimensions that
we cannot, see? What do we know for sure?
Art:
1. Paint Eden.
2. lllustrate the tree of life.
3. With symbols, and using multi-media show Dismas’ past, present and future.
Drama:

1. Have a one-sided conversation on your cell phone with a friend and describe Jesus

and/or Eden.
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History:

1. Research: Other than the Bible, what authors have created descriptions of earthly
paradises created by other authors?

2. The poet Dante in his Divine Comedy is accompanied by someone. Who are they
and how do they differ from Dismas?
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Chapter 11 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:
1. What have you learned that is new to you so far?
Answers may vary.
English:
1. What parts are fiction in this chapter?

All that happens in the tomb s unknown, so the restoration of the body and soul of
Yeshua 1s created by the author.

The Garden of Eden is largely unknown. However, 1t 1s written in Scripture that
after the exile of Adam and Eve, the gates of Eden were protected by angels so that
no one would enter.

Dismas is the good thief, but what exactly happens to him after Christ made a
promase to him is the result of the author’s imagination.

The information about the Garden of Eden is a combination of what is written in
the Book of Genesis and what 1s imagined by the author.

2. Describe the Dominions.

Domainions are a choir of angels that, in this story, are tasked to help Yeshua restore
his two life-forces. They always serve and do the will of the Father. They are
majestic and commanding in their carriage. The wear long gowns and are circled
at the waist by a golden belt. ‘They carry golden staffs in their right hand. The seal
of God 1s in their lefi.

FYI: Nine choirs of Angels in their hierarchal order:
Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominations, Powers, Virtues, Principalities,
Archangels and Angels.
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3. What is Yeshua’s reaction to the flowers left in the tomb?

Yeshua knows what happened and is happy. The flowers have withered and died.
In an act of thanks to Joseph of Arimathea, he takes the flowers and plants them in
the rock-hewn tomb where they burst back to life. It i1s a miracle for Joseph to enjoy
when he comes back to reclaim his crypt.

4. Describe the Garden of Eden.

In the book of Genesis, Eden is a wondrous place in an unknown realm. Gen: 2:9-
15. There isn’t a detailed description, and the only features mentioned are the
various rivers and the trees, specifically the tree of life and the tree of good and evil.
Man and woman were given dominion over all the lrving things in the garden but
were not to eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

“Out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. 10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden,
and from there 1t divides and becomes four branches. 11 The name of the first is
Pishon; 1t s the one that flows around the whole land of Havilah, where there 1s
gold; 12 and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are
there. 18 The name of the second river 1s Gthon; it is the one that flows around the
whole land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of
Assyria. And the fourth rrver is the Euphrates. 15 The LORD God took the man
and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it”. (Gen.2:9-15)

The gates to the Garden were guarded by angels and a revolving sword barred the
way . Genesis 3:24

“He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the

cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree
of life.” (Gen.3:24

In other words, human beings no longer had access to eternal life. They would
experience the hardship of this world.

5. What is an elysian oasis?

An oasis is usually a beautiful tropical space in an otherwise desert environment. It
2s often shown with water pools, flowing river falls, palm trees and fruit trees. It is
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Siguratively seen as a retreat or haven from harsh life. The elysian reference makes it

divine or at the very least mythological. The Garden of Eden is believed to have
been such a place.

6. Write a short description of how you would imagine Eden.

Answers will vary.

7. How does Yeshua appear in the Garden paradise?

Yeshua appears glorious and in command. The gates are opened by him for Dismas
and for himself without question. He appears in human form but with the divinity
shining throughout his being. He is wearing a long white robe, called an alb, (a
priest wears an alb under his chasuble at Mass). Instead of a crown of thorns he is
wearing the symbol of victory, the crown of laurel leaves made royal and kingly by
the gold filament. He carries a shepherd’s crook, making him a shepherd, priest and
King. His body is healed except for the nail holes from which the light shines

through.

8. How does Yeshua resolve Dismas’ worries from earth?

Religion:

Yeshua tells Dismas that he will put a rich man in the path of his family who will
care for them. There is a hint that this man will be Joseph of Arimathea who will be

trying to atone for his sins. There are no worries or strife in the afterlife in

Paradise

1. Where is our first encounter with the Garden of Eden in Scripture? (Gen: 1, Gen. 2)

The Garden of Eden ts introduced in the first Book of the Bible. It is where the
creation of the world and, espectally the creation of man and woman, is described.

* And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. *° God called the dry land Earth, and
the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was
good. " Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 1t.” And it was

s0. 2 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees
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of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. "> And
there was evening and there was morning, the third day. Gen. 1: 9-15

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds
Jly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” #* So God created the great sea
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters
swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. ** God
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let
birds multiply on the earth.” ** And there was evening and there was morning, the

Sfifth day.

? And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. #> God
made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
Gen.1: 20-25

2. Why should we not judge the sins of others? What does Jesus mean when he says,
“I know your heart’?

We should not judge others because we do not know all that God knows. God knows
the heart of the indrvidual—the purpose or the remorse for the sin. In the case of
Dismas, Jesus saw a man fighting for his life and for that of his family. Although
Dismas is a sinner, Jesus sees his heart and easily forgives him. In Scripture, we only
know that Jesus forgave Dismas, the Good Thief, on the cross and promised him that
he would be in Paradise with him that very day. Jesus knew his heart, Dismas was
ashamed and sorry for the crimes he had commatted and asked Jesus to remember him
when he came into his kingly power. Lk. 23:42

3. How is Dismas like the prodigal son?

The prodigal son had sinned against his father and had abandoned his heritage. He
lrved a life of debauchery and squandered all the blessings of his Father. When the
son_finally regretted what he did, he repented and sought the forgiveness of his
Father even if it meant working as a servant. His Father was so thrilled to see him
come back into the family that he rewarded him by throwing him a welcome home

party.

Dismas had sinned against the commandments grven by God, but at the end of his
life he regretted it, repented and asked Jesus for forgiveness. He made an attempt at
atonement by taking Jesus’ part when being harassed by the soldiers and the other
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cructfied criminal. Jesus rewarded him by allowing him to enter the Garden of
Eden—a form of eternal party

4. Is there a place on earth where Eden could be found? Are there dimensions that
we cannot, see? What do we know for sure?

The location of Eden is unknown. There may be dimensions that we cannot see, but
we do not know for sure of the existence of other realms

Art:

1. Paint Eden.
[llustrate the tree of life.
3. With symbols, and using multi-media, show Dismas’ past, present and future.

N

Drama:

1. Have a one-sided conversation on your cell with a friend and describe Jesus and/or
Eden.

History:

1. Research: Other than the Bible, what authors have created descriptions of earthly
paradises?

Some examples may include:

" The Earthly Paradise, a poem by William Morris, 1868

" Miulton’s Earthly Paradise: A Historical Study of Eden, by J. . Duncan
"  The Garden of Eden From Antiquity to Modernity, by Psaki and Hindley
" Shangri-La, as described in James Hilton’s novel, Lost Horizon

2. The poet Dante, in his Divine Comedy, is accompanied by several characters. Who
are they, and how do they differ from Dismas?

Dante’s guides are Virgil, who represents human reason, Beatrice, who represents
divinity and faith, and Saint Bernard of Clairvauz, who represents devotion to
Mary. In Descent Into Hell, the roles are reversed: Veshua is the guide, and
Dismas 1s the indrvidual who has much to learn.
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Chapter 12

Review:

1. What would your garden of Eden look like?

English:

. How does the climate of the Holy Land affect Dismas’ impression of the Garden of

Eden?

. According to the author’s depiction of Eden, what was seen in Eden that is not seen

on earth?

Religion:

Art:

. Jesus keeps encountering a dove. What does the dove symbolize?

. What is manna? Look up Exodus 16 to discover what role manna played in the

exodus journey and desert life of the Israelites.

. What does Scripture say about the water of life? (See: Isaiah 12:3, John 4:14, Rev.

22:1-2)

. What happened at the well with the Samaritan woman? (John 4:7-15).

. Jesus gravitates towards sinners. Why? (See Mt 9:13, Mk 2:16-17).

. Design a new type of tree of an unknown variety.

. Research. Are there interpretations of Eden-like gardens in art, movies, and

literature? Find one of these interpretations and describe it.

Drama:

. Imagine that Dismas writes home to tell his family he’s okay. His wife reads the

message to her children, and they react to his story as she reads. Dramatize the
scene.
64

Study Guidebook for Descent Into Hell by D. L. Hawkes, donnahawkes27 @gmail.com
Permission is required before copying this document by any means.



Chapter 12 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:
1. What would your garden of Eden look like?
Answers will vary.
English:

1. How does the climate of the Holy Land affect Dismas’ impression of the Garden of
Eden?

He is mesmerized, awed, incredulous, delighted, and euphoric.

The landscape of the Holy Land is very hilly, sandy, with its greenery found mostly
around the rivers, the lakes, and the hillsides. 1t is also surrounded by desert. The
greenery and abundance of food in the form of fruit and other forms of food would be
strange to him. He would probably be awed by the peacefulness, lushness, and
richness of the garden. He is enthralled with the beauty and splendour of the vistas.

2. According to the author’s depiction of Eden, what was seen in Eden that isn’t seen
on earth?

" Bathed in gold or pink

» Different coloured rrver

" Variety of animals and vegetation of unknown species

*  Dream-like world

»  New unknown colours in rainbow and sky

»  Energizing and euphoric atmosphere

" From earlier impression: angelic music, bird songs, happy noises

Religion:
1. Jesus keeps encountering a dove. What does the dove symbolize?

The dove is traditionally symbolic of the Holy Spirit. The dove 1s also symbolic of
gentleness, kindness, and peace. The Holy Spirit on the shoulder of Jesus would
symbolize that they are in communion with each other. The creation, Jesus and the
Holy Spirit are one.
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2. What is manna? Look up Exodus 16 to discover what role manna played in the
exodus journey and desert life for the Israelites.

During the Exodus in the desert, God provided food in the form of a flake on the
desert floor that was gathered by the delivered but wandering Israelites. It was one
of the sustaining foods that kept them alive in the desert. It was said to taste like
honey. The other food was a_form of small quail.

3. What does Scripture say about the water of life? (See: Isaiah 12:3, John 4:14, Rev.
22:1-2)

We on earth cannot live without water. It is essential to our survival. We must
replenish out intake of water daily to be well. Jesus points out that he is the water of
l1fe that will satisfy our needs forever and we would not ever be thirsty.

4. What happened at the well with the Samaritan woman? (John 4:7-15).

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a

drink.” ® (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) * The Samaritan woman
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)™ 1° Jesus answered her, “If
you knew the gift of God and who 1t 1s that s saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” ' The woman
said to him, “Str,"™ you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
lrving water? ** Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and
with his sons and his flocks drank from it2” ** Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, " but those who drink of the water that 1
will grve them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” > The woman said to him, “Sir,” give me
this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
John 4:7-15

5. Jesus gravitates to sinners. Why?
(See Lk 6:29-32, Mt 9:13, Mk 2:16-17).

Jesus came to people who really needed him. As he said, a well person is not in need
of a physician. He actually dined with sinners. In one instance, he saved a sinner
woman about to be stoned, and he often healed those people who were physically or
mentally distressed. These individuals were frequently regarded as being punished
Jor their sins or the sins of their fathers.
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2 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come
to call the righteous but sinners.” Matthew 9:13

16 When the scribes of*“ the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax
collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat’™ with tax collectors and
sinners?” 17 When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “Those who are well have no
need of a physician but those who are sick; I have not come to call the righteous but

sinners.” Mark 2:16-17

Drama:

1. Imagine that Dismas writes home to tell his family he’s okay. His wife reads the
message to her children and they react to his story as she reads. Dramatize the
scene.

Art:

1. Design a new type of tree of an unknown variety.

2. Research. Are there interpretations of Eden-like gardens in art, movies and
literature? Find one of these interpretations and describe it.
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Chapter 13

Review:

1.

What was Jesus’ attitude towards sinners?

English:

. This chapter features the “tree of good and evil”. Does that tree have other

names? What does the tree symbolize?
What were the perks of living in the Garden of Eden?

. What happened to the inhabitants, Adam and Eve? Why were they expelled from

the Garden Paradise?

After the fall, what were they promised by their Creator?

What had to happen before the coming of their Saviour?

What impression does the image of a lamb lying between the paws of a lion
convey?

The lion and the lamb resting together. Where was that notion found in
Scriptures?

Religion:

1.

U

The author claims that there is paradise in the Garden of Eden but that it is not
heaven. Is that a known fact?

. Discuss the line in Scripture that might have led the author to believe that the

Garden of Eden was an earthy realm unseen by humans, but which perhaps existed
in another dimension.

. Read Genesis, chapter 3. Discuss the fall of Adam and Eve. Would we humans

today have fallen for the same trap and made the same mistake?

What line in Genesis represents the promise of redemption? (Gen. 3:15)

What was the punishment for Satan?

Eve has traditionally been blamed for the original sin and for inducing Adam into
sinning with her, and, by extension, some people have placed this blame on all
women. Did Adam willingly participate? What are your thoughts on this after
reading: (Gen. 3:12-13)?

How does Jesus explain to Dismas God’s love for a people prone to sin?

What is the difference between pure love and romantic love?

68

Study Guidebook for Descent Into Hell by D. L. Hawkes, donnahawkes27 @gmail.com
Permission is required before copying this document by any means.



Art:

1. lllustrate your take on the Tree of Good and Evil.

Drama:

1. Dramatize the monkey scene in the Garden, found in this chapter.
2. Dramatize the parable of the Prodigal Son.

History:

1. Investigate: how does the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil compare to the
mythology of Pandora’s Box?
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Chapter 13 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:

1. What was Jesus’ attitude towards sinners?

Jesus did not abandon people because they were sinners. He forgave them and even
shared meals with them, as he did with Zacarias. He made people well, whether
their artlment was physical or of the soul. He cured, he healed, and he redeemed.

5 And as he sat at dinner™” in Levi’s™ house, many tax collectors and sinners were
also sitting™ with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who_followed

him. ¢ When the scribes of*” the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and
tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat’* with tax collectors and
sinners?” 17 When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “T hose who are well have no
need of a physician but those who are sick; I have not come to call the righteous but
sinners.” MK. 2:15-17

English:

1. This chapter features the “tree of good and evil”. Does that tree have other
names? What does the tree symbolize?

It has been given many names: apple tree, pomegranate tree, forbidden tree. The full
name for that particular tree is the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil”. The
tree can be symbolic of the end of purity and innocence.

Before tasting of the fruit of that tree, Adam and Eve were innocent of sin. After
eating of the fruit, they were now exposed to good and evil and had to make choices.
Our first parents fell for the lies that eating the fruit would let them have the
knowledge and wisdom of God and make them like God.

2. What were the perks of living in the Garden of Eden?

Adam and Eve were free, without all the troubles of life. Food, drink, and shelter
were easily accessible. They were naked and felt no shame. They could enjoy to the
Sfullest the blessings of the garden. They were in charge and able to name things.
Most importantly God was always present to them.
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“They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the LORD God among the trees of the garden.” Gen.3:8

3. What happened to the inhabitants, Adam and Eve? Why were they expelled from
the Garden Paradise?

Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden because they chose to listen to
Satan and his lies rather than obey their Creator. They ate the forbidden fruit and
were no longer innocent. They commatted the first sin and so God was angry with
them and banished them from the idyllic garden and all its comforts and from eternal
[1fe.

4. What were they promised by their Creator?

God did not completely abandon our first parents. He told them that He would send
them a Saviour who would redeem them and their descendants.

The expelled humans were promised a saviour who would be an enemy to the Devil
and who would crush him and the sin that goes with him. The language of this
passage in Scripture is written in symbolic terms.

“I will put enmaty between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” Gen.3:15

The woman 1s Mary, Mother of God and her offspring is Jesus. Jesus will destroy
Satan, but he will be hurt in the process, hence the crucifixion and death.

5. What had to happen before the coming of their Saviour?

Through many messengers of God, the Scripture shows us that the people needed to
be readied for the coming of their Saviour. They needed to have the way prepared
Sor them. Whether it was Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, or the prophets, God tried
to teach them to be kind and just, and to walk humbly with Him. (Micah 6:8) The
people were headstrong and rebellious and so it took a long time to mend their ways
and they kept reverting to idolatry and sin.
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6. What does the image of a lamb lying between the paws of a lion convey?

It symbolizes complete peace, and the absence of conflict. The lion and the lamb are
usually known as adversaries. Lions usually hunt and eat lambs. In the garden they
are lrving in complete harmony. Competition for resources is no longer needed. The
l1on does not have to eat the lamb to survive. In fact, the lamb is being protected by
the lion. In other words, no more strife, worry, fear, harm, or death.

7. The lion and the lamb resting together. Where was that notion found in Scriptures?

In the Book of Isaiah.
“The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf
and the lion will feed” together, and a little child shall lead them. Isaiah 11:6

Religion:

1. The author claims that there is paradise in the Garden of Eden but that it is not
heaven. Is that a known fact?

No, there 1s no physical evidence of the paradise known as the Garden of Eden. We
only know about it from the book of Genesis. Similarly, we know that there is a
heaven by what the prophets told us about it, and from the words of Jesus.

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for'™ the first things have passed away.” Rev.21:4

But, as 1t 1s written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart
conceived, what God has prepared_for those who love him”™—1Cor.2:9

2 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust™ consume
and where thieves break in and steal, #° but store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where netther moth nor rust’” consumes and where thieves do not break in
and steal. *' For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matt.6:19-21

2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you?“John 14:2
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2. Discuss the line in Scripture that might have led the author to believe that the
Garden of Eden was an earthy realm unseen by humans, but which perhaps existed
in another dimension not far away.

“When he expelled the man, he settled him east of the garden of Eden; and he
stationed the cherubim and the fiery revolving sword, to guard the way to the tree of
life.” (Gen. 3: 24)

3. Read Genesis:3. Discuss the fall of Adam and Eve. Would we humans today have
fallen for the same trap and made the same mistake?

Answers may vary.

4. What line in Genesis represents the promise of redemption? (Gen. 3:15)
Best told straight from Scripture:

“I will put enmaty between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” Gen.3:15

5. What was the punishment for Satan?

Again, best described straight from Scripture:

The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you
among all animalsand among all wild creatures. Upon your belly you shall go, and
dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the
woman and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will
strike his heel.” Gen.3:14-15

6. Eve has traditionally been blamed for the original sin, and for inducing Adam into
sinning with her, and, by extension, some people have placed this blame on all
women. Did Adam willingly participate? What are your thoughts on this after
reading: (Gen. 3:6, 3:12-13)?

Answers may vary.

However, Adam was with her and saw Eve being tempted by Satan and did nothing
to intervene and save her. Gen.:3:6
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7. How does Jesus explain to Dismas God’s love for a people prone to sin?

Perfect love, by its very nature, needs to be grven. It cannot exist alone happtly. It is
one thing that is created from nothing. God, who is pure love, expresses it with us.
Stnce God makes no mistakes, He loves what He has created. Humans are
beautifully made, and they are His. He loves us, but we must choose to willingly love
Him back like a _father. He then will gladly spend eternity with us.

8. What is the difference between pure love and romantic love?

Pure love can include romantic love, but pure love also includes a desire to be

completely selfless regarding the other person, even to the point of self-sacrifice. This
1s exactly what Jesus did.

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. John
15:18

Art:

1. lllustrate your take on the Tree of Good and Evil.

Drama:
1. Dramatize the monkey scene in the Garden, found in this chapter.

2. Dramatize the parable of the Prodigal Son.

History:

1. Investigate: how does the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil compare to the
mythology of Pandora’s Box?
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Chapter 14

Review:

1. How does “free will” enter into the relationship between God and human beings?

English:
1. What is the mystery that is found in this chapter?
2. Yeshua tries to explain the Trinity to Dismas. Retell one of his explanations.
3. Recall Dismas’ sensory experiences in the Garden Paradise.
4. Yeshua says: “not hell, but close”. Make a prediction as to what he and Dismas
are going to experience in this other place.
Religion:

1. What does the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) say about the Trinity?
2. There are references to the Trinity or Triune God in Scripture. List a few.

Art:

1. How has the Trinity been shown in art?
2. lllustrate the traditional symbols representing the Trinity.

Drama:
1. Create a “Rap” to explain the Trinity.
History:

1. Investigate: which faiths believe in a triune God?
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Chapter 14 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:
1. How does “free will” enter into the relationship between God and human beings?

God gave human beings free will. That grves them the choice to love Him or not.
Love which is freely and willing given creates a more perfect relationship.

God did not make us robots. This free will can cause us to make choices that are
against God and His commandments. It also allows us to be forgiven when we sin.
That too is an important part of our relationship with God.

English:
1. What is the mystery that is found in this chapter?

1t is the mystery of the T'rinity. How God can be three persons, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, but still be one God.

2. Yeshua tries to explain the Trinity to Dismas. Retell one of his explanations.

There are many things in life that can give the ideas of the Trinity. They include the
triangle, the three forms of water, and a shamrock as used by St. Patrick.

3. Recall Dismas’ sensory experiences in the Garden Paradise.

The scenes that Dismas witnesses are breath-taking. He sees marvelous beauty and
hears beautiful sounds like birds and angels singing. There are rainbows dancing,
and a waterfall. It 1s magical.

4. Yeshua says: “not hell, but close”. Make a prediction as to what he and Dismas are
going to experience in this other place.

Answers may vary.
Religion:

1. What does the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) say about the Trinity?

34 The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of Christian faith
and life. It is the mystery of God in himself. It is therefore the source of all the
other mysteries of faith, the light that enlightens them. It is the most fundamental
and essential teaching in the "hierarchy of the truths of faith". The whole history
of salvation 1s identical with the history of the way and the means by which the
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one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, reveals himself to men "and
reconciles and unites with himself those who turn away from sin".

2. There are references to the Trinity or Triune God in Scripture. List a few.
Right from the beginning, Scripture refers to God as “us”. Here are a few examples:

“Then God said, “Let us make humans™ in our image, according to our likeness, So
God created humans™ in his image, in the image of God he created them;” male and
female he created them.” Gen. 1:26-27

“I and the Father are one.” John 10:30

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matt. 28:19

#“The angel said to her, “T'he Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born™ will be holy; he will
be called Son of God.” Luke 1:35

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14

16" And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,™ to be with you
Jorever. 17 This s the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he
will be™ in™ you.” John 14:16-17

Art:

1. How has the Trinity been shown in art?

2. lllustrate the traditional symbols representing the Trinity.
Drama:

1. Rap an explanation of the Trinity.
History:

1. Investigate: which faiths believe in a triune God?
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Chapter 15
Review:

1. How does Yeshua explain the Trinity so Dismas can understand?
English:

What are Yeshua and Dismas going to do?

How is Yeshua communicating with the celestial army?
What must Dismas do in the upcoming encounter?
Describe the room/area beyond the breached door.

P wn e

Religious:

Find the reference to the cherubim-guarded door in Scripture.

What is the angels’ role?

What do you think that the tree of life represents?

What are the nine choirs of angels? Complete Chart 2 in the Appendix.
How do the angels worship Jesus?

Why do the demons treat Jesus with contempt?

ok wNRE

Art:

1. Find artwork in history that shows Michael the Archangel in the victory against
Satan. What is your reaction to this image?

Drama:

1. Act out the scene between the two sides: good and evil.
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Chapter 15 - Suggested responses and additional information
English:
1. What are Yeshua and Dismas going to do?

Yeshua and Dismas are going into the underworld (Sheol) where they will meet
Satan, who at this time, reigns there. Yeshua plans to awaken and rescue the
righteous people who had died prior to his crucifixion.

2. How is Yeshua communicating with the celestial army?
They are communicating by thought.

3. What must Dismas do in the upcoming encounter?

Dismas will not need a weapon. Yeshua tells him to “stay close to me, as any power
and strength you will need will come from me”. With trust in Yeshua, “you will
know exactly what to do. You need only listen to your heart and mind, and I will be
there.”

4. Describe the room/area beyond the breached door.

The stone chamber has no light. The air is stale and foul. 1t has the stench of sulfur
and decayed flesh. 1t is a vaulted room with stairs leading downward. The
stairwell 1s dripping with wetness along the wall. Putrid mineral secretions of ochre
and copper green ooze from cracks and fissures. Hordes of spiders and beetles
scramble about. 1t is an unpleasant and hostile environment, completely opposite to
the environment of the Garden of Eden.

Religion:
1. Find the reference to the cherubim-guarded door in Scripture.

# He drove out the humans, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the
cherubim and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to the tree of life.
Genesis 3:24

2. What is the angels’ role?

Angels always do the will of God. The cherubim at the gate are there to prevent
anyone access to the tree of life. The other angels are there to fight for God and for
good.
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3. What do you think that the tree of life represents?
The tree of life represents eternal life.
4. What are the nine orders, choirs, or hosts of angels?

Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions, Virtues, Powers, Principalities,
Archangels and Angels. The choirs are organized in a hierarchy according to their
proximity to God. The Seraphim are the closest to God and earth, while the Angels
are the closest to earth and humans. We all have a Guardian Angel in our earthly
life.

5. How do the angels worship Jesus?

Angels serve and do the will of God, and therefore serve Jesus, who is God. They
sing praises and surround God with adoration and worship. Also, “Are not all
angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake of those who are to
tnherit salvation?” Hebrew 1:14

6. Why do the demons treat Jesus with contempt?

The demons treat Jesus with contempt because he 1s fully human as well as fully God.
They cannot believe that Jesus would choose to love humans and become one of them.
They consider him an inferior breed of creation—sinful, weak, and mortal.

Art:

1. Find artwork in history that shows Michael the Archangel in the victory against
Satan. What is your reaction to this image?

Drama:

1. Act out the scene between the two sides: good and evil.
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Chapter 16

Review:
1. In the last chapter, Yeshua and the good Angels encounter the forces of evil. Have

you encountered evil before? What form did this evil take: evil people, evil
temptations like drugs etc.?

English:

1.

oueswWwN

Describe the Devil’s throne room.

Describe Satan.

Why is he called “the Deceiver”?

What does Satan think of humans?

How does he show his evil spirit?

Write an epic poem or ballad about the God/Devil encounter.

Religion:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Art:

Lucifer is one name given to the Devil. Are there others? List all you can find.
Why would the author portray Lucifer as a snake?

Who is the woman in Gen.3:14-16? Who is her seed?

What made Lucifer fall from grace?

Illustrate Lucifer on his throne or a close-up of his head.

Study Guidebook for Descent Into Hell by D. L. Hawkes, donnahawkes27 @gmail.com
Permission is required before copying this document by any means.

81



Chapter 16 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:

1. In the last chapter, Yeshua and the good Angels encounter the forces of evil. Have
you encountered evil before? What form did this evil take: evil people, evil
temptations like drugs etc.?

Answers may vary.

English:
1. Describe the Devil’s throne room.

It is the antechamber to the crypt of all who had died since Adam and Eve and before
Jesus’ cricifixion. 1t is a large, regal, domed cavern resembling a very tall temple.
Twenty substantial columns line the two sides of the vaulted chamber with a gothic
roof. It is carved_from rock and slate and is unadorned. It appears to be like an
abandoned, decrepit, and decaying cathedral. The walls surrounding the stateroom
are veined with gold and silver, but it is dark and drab with no other colour nor any
signs of beauty. At the far end stands a dais, and before it a crystal glass carpet leads
to a magnificent throne... see pages 92-93.

2. Describe Satan.

" Handsome, face of a beautiful angel

" Well-rounded brow, a chiselled jaw line, cleft chin, and dimples.
»  Skin 1s adorned with black and scarlet lightning forks

" Wears a headdress of a horned pit viper

»  Cobra-like hood richly adorned with precious metals, and stones.
" Beautiful eyebrows, very cold eyes that change with his mood

" White teeth with serpentine fangs for canines

= Split tongue

= See more on page 94

3. Why is he called “the Deceiver”?

John said that the Devil is “a liar and the father of lies” John 8:44. He told Adam
and Eve lies and introduced the first parents to sin. He continues to lie to people to
tncite them to sin.
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4. What does Satan think of humans?

Satan thinks that humans are easy to tempt. He finds them cowards and disloyal.
They are inferior creatures who are weak, vile, ugly, and stupid.

5. How does he show his evil spirit?

Satan 1s unwilling to serve God. He mocks Jesus and will not obey his commands to
let him through to the sleeping righteous. Satan scorns humans and puts himself and
his followers to be mightier than God. He feels superior to even Jesus himself since
Jesus has assumed a human nature.

6. Write an epic poem or ballad about the God/Devil encounter.

Versions will vary.
Religion:

1. Lucifer is one name given to the Devil. Are there others? List all you can find.

Lucifer, Satan, the Devil, the Evil One, 666, Beelzebub, “liar and father of lies”,
“decerver of the whole world” (Rev.12:9) and “accuser of the brethren” (Rev. 12:10),
“ruler of this world” (John 14:30) to name a_few.

2. “Why would the author portray Lucifer as a snake?

In the Book of Genests, Satan was in the form of a snake and God made him so
permanently.

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures. Upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life. Gen. 3:14. Also, serpents have split tongues, which society
has come to take as symbolic of liars.

3. Who is the woman in Genesis 3:14-16? Who is her seed?
Mary the Mother of God s the woman, and Jesus 1s her seed.
4. What made Lucifer fall from grace?

The angel Lucifer rebelled against God. He resented the love that God had for what
he felt were inferior beings. He was proud, and thought himself above other beings,
and he refused to serve (for to love is to serve) God.
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Art:

1. lllustrate Lucifer on his throne or a close-up of his head.
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Chapters 17 and 18

Review:

1. Why do you think that some people think that evil is cool?
English:

Describe the Throne fighters.

Describe the battle between the Throne angels and the Dragons.

Describe the battle between the Principalities and giant Demons.

Are the battle scenes described in this novel fact or fiction? Explain.

Are there other forms of literature or other media that show similar good/evil

features?

vhwnh e
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Chapters 17 and 18 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:
1. Why do you think that some people think that evil is cool?
Answers may vary.

English:

1. Describe the Throne fighters.

See page 101 in the novel. Thrones are an order of Cherubim. They appear to have
wheels as well as wings and are called the many-eyed Ones because they have four
faces: an ox, a man, a lion and an eagle. They appear in Ezekiel 1 and 10.

2. Describe the battle between the Throne angels and the Dragons.
See p. 101 second paragraph to p.102

3. Describe the battle between the Principalities and giant demons.
See p. 103

4. Are the battle scenes described in this novel fact or fiction? Explain.

They are fiction. The author used her imagination to create the battles. We do
know that Michael the Archangel was victorious over Lucifer when Lucifer rebelled
against God at the beginning of time. The battle rages continually and God and the
forces of good always conquer. At the end of times, God will destroy the power of
Satan for all eternity.

"Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.”
John 12:31

5. Are there other forms of literature or other media that show similar good/evil
features?

There are many and therefore, the answers may vary. Here are but a few: Lord of
the Rings, Star Wars, Marvel graphic novels and movies, Hunger Games, WW1II

mouvies.
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Chapter 19

Review:

Describe a battle from Chapter 18.
English:

1. Describe the army led by Michael the Archangel.

2. Who leads Satan’s army? Who leads God’s army?
3. What happened to Dismas in this Chapter?

Religion:

1. According to our faith, do angels and demons really exist? Point out the evidence
in Scripture.

2. ltissaid thatin the beginning, there was a battle between the angels and one third
of angels fell from grace. Is this a continuing and ongoing battle? How does the
battle between good and evil happen in the lives of people today?

3. Look up several sources to discover the nine choirs of angels and what they look

like and what their roles are. Complete the chart to complete the task. (See
Appendix Chart 2)

Art:

1. [lllustrate one or more of the weapons used in these chapters.

Drama:

1. You are the director of a film. Give directions to the actors and pyrotechnicians on
how to stage one scene of these chapters.

History:

1. In Old Testament history, when battles were fought, when did the Israelites win
and lose?
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Chapter 19 - Suggested responses and additional information

1. Describe the army led by Michael the Archangel.

See pages 107-112.

2. Who leads Satan’s army? Who leads God’s army?

Satan’s army 1s led by the Archdemon Azazel. Michael the Archangel is the
commander of the Celestial Forces. The battles between good and evil are continuous
and ongoing. The forces of God are mightier than those of evil and so, in the name
of God, the good angels always win.

3. What happened to Dismas in this Chapter?

Religion:

See pages 115-116. Dismas is captured by the whip of Satan and Satan pulled him
to himself, making Dismas a hostage to the “dark side”. Dismas puts his trusts in
Yeshua and by believing and leaning on Veshua, he finds the power and the strength
to break free of the grip of Satan.

1. According to our faith, do angels and demons really exist? Point out the evidence in

Scripture.

Yes, angels and demons exist in Scripture. They are found throughout the Bible,
both New and Old Testaments. Thetr extstence is a matter of faith.

OT: Angels and devil in the Garden of Eden, Genesis 16:7-14, Abraham has an
angel stop his sacrificing of Isaac, Jacob wrestles with an angel, Angel Raphael in
the Book of Tobit, the Seraphim touching Isaiah’s mouth with a hot coal, Ezekiel 1-,
12, Daniel 9:21,10,12, 12:1, Jude 1:9, 1:6 Zechariah 5:9 Hebrews 1:14, 13:2 Psalm
84:7,91:11

NT: Lukel:8-20, 1:26, 2:8-13, 16:22, Matthew 18:10, appearance of the angels to
the shepherds at the birth of Jesus, the Devil tempts Jesus in the desert, , Revelation
10:14, 5:11 19:10,

Mary Magdalene was possessed by seven demons. Jesus encountered two men
possessed by the demon Legion, to whom Jesus spoke (Matthew 8:28-34, Mark 5:1-
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20, Luke 8:26-39). Satan himself is the ultimate demon, and he appears in various
places in the Bible.

2. ltis said that, in the beginning there was a battle between the angels and one third
of angels fell from grace. Is this a continuing and ongoing battle? How does the
battle between good and evil happen in the lives of people today?

Answers to the second question may vary.

See Catechism of the Catholic Church 391-395, John 12:31, In Revelation, it is
shown that there will be a_final battle where the power of Satan will be no more. See
below: Revelation 12:7-13.

And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon.
The dragon and his angels fought back, * but they were defeated, and there was no
longer any place for them in heaven. * The great dragon was thrown down, that
ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—
he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
Rev.12:7-10)

0 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven proclaiming,

“Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Messiah,"™
Jor the accuser of our brothers and sisters has been thrown down,
who accuses them day and night before our God.
1 But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of thetr testimony,
Jor they did not cling to life even in the face of death.
2 Rejoice then, you heavens
and those who dwell in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea,
Sfor the devil has come down to you
with great wrath
because he knows that his time is short!” (Rev. 12:10-13)

3. Look up several sources to discover the nine choir of angels and what they look like
and what their roles are. Complete the chart to complete the task.

(See Appendix 2 for the chart.)
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Art:
1. lllustrate one or more of the weapons used in these chapters.
Drama:

1. You are the director of a film. Give directions to the actors and pyrotechnicians on
how to stage one scene of these chapters.

History:

1. In Old Testament history when battles were fought, when did the Israelites win
and lose?

They would always win when they remembered the might and power of God. If they
put their trust in Vahweh, they would be triumphant.
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Chapter 20

Review:

1. Which parts of the last chapter are fiction and which ideas are based on the

Church’s Theology and teachings?

2. What do you think the incident involving Dismas’ capture by the Devil tell us about

our own lives?

English:
1. Describe the conflict between the two supernatural forces. (See Appendix: Chart 1)
2. Who wins? Why?
3. Why does Satan feel so confident?
4. Why do you think that Yeshua restored the bodies of the fallen, both angel and

5.

demon alike?
What does it mean to have free will? Can you think of an example?

Religion:

vk wnh e

Art:

Why did God give us free will?

What is the relationship between angels and God?

Is this chapter fact or fiction? What makes you say that?

Explain how the fate of Satan can be the fate of the sinner?

What power did God give to his creatures? All the creatures (even the Devil) kneel
before Jesus? Where in Scripture is this found?

How do you think that Satan feels about kneeling before Jesus?

What instruments do you think would best represent the sound of angels singing?

. Why do you think that music is considered heavenly?

Drama:

1.

Find music that would act as a sonic background in a movie to depict angelic or
diabolic presence.
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Chapter 20 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:

1. What parts of the last chapter are fiction and what ideas are based on the church’s
Theology and teachings?

All the battle descriptions are fiction, but the spiritual battles between good and evil
are ongoing in the world. Good angels are always fighting with evil angels for the
souls of people.

2. What do you think the incident involving Dismas’ capture by the Devil tell us about

our own lives?

It tells us that we cannot fight the battles by ourselves. We must believe, ask, and
trust Jesus to give us what we need. He will always be there for us if we surrender
to his almighty and unconquerable power. 1t is an act of faith and trust.

English:
1. Describe the conflict between the two supernatural forces.

See chart 1 in the appendiz.

2. Who wins? Why?

The Celestial Forces win over the Satanic Forces. The Celestial Forces always win
these great battles because God is the Master while Satan is a creation. At times,
when Evil appears to be winning, there is a greater purpose in God’s plan. Good
can come out of evil, and in the end, Jesus will always be triumphant and victorious.

3. Why does Satan feel so confident?

Satan feels confident because he believes humans to be weak. He can’t believe that
Jesus would choose to be human. He believes his own lies that he can be as mighty as
God. He cannot see beyond his own pride and is unable to be humble and

compassionate.
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4. Why do you think that Yeshua restores the bodies of the fallen, both angels and
demons alike?

The time has not yet come_for the complete destruction of Evil. This will come with
the second coming of Christ at the end of time. At that time, Jesus will destroy the
Evil Forces forever. See #395 in Catechism of the Catholic Church:

395 The power of Satan is, nonetheless, not infinite. He s only a creature, powerful
from the fact that he is pure spirit, but still a creature. He cannot prevent the
building up of God's reign. Although Satan may act in the world out of hatred
for God and his kingdom in Christ Jesus, and although his action may cause
grave injuries - of a spiritual nature and, indirectly, even of a physical nature-
to each man and to society, the action is permaitted by divine providence which
with strength and gentleness guides human and cosmic history. It is a great
mystery that providence should permit diabolical activity, but "we know that in
everything God works for good with those who love him."”

5. What does it mean to have free will? Can you think of an example?

Free will is the ability to choose good or evil. An example: Vour mother or father
says that you may not go to an event that they feel is not safe. You can choose to obey
them, or you can defy them and go. The love you have for your parents and the trust
that you have in thetr past decisions will often lead you to do what they ask of you.

However, you always have the choice to disobey and suffer their anger and the
tmposed consequences.

Religion:
1. Why did God give us free will?

God wants us to love Him willingly. God does not want us to love Him like a robot,
but because we want to, and to make choices in life that show that we chose to love
Him with all the decisions we make. The Scriptures, through Abraham, Moses, and
King David, prepare us to know Him and ultimately, through Christ, show us that to

love 1s to sacrifice: “to lay down your life for your friends”. Thus 1s the redemptive
message of our Saviour.
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2. What is the relationship between angels and God?

God created angels. They are immortal spirits who worship, obey, and serve God.
They sing praises to God and are fully joyful in his presence. They do His will and
God grves them the might, joy, and perfect peace. They often play the role of God’s
messengers and protectors of humans. We know that they too, are given free will
because about one third of them rebelled under the leadership of Lucifer and fell from

God’s grace.
3. Is this chapter fact or fiction? What makes you say that?

There is no story that is told this way in any authentic and sanctioned source. This
chapter 1s all fiction based on bits of information from here and there in Scripture,
Catechism and Hymns that the author has used to flesh out the story.

4. Explain how the fate of Satan can be the fate of the sinner?

When a person chooses to be tempted by evil and commit a sin, they must live with the
consequences of their sin. Although God is offended, He 1s compassionate and
forgiving when the person is truly sorry for the sin, asks for forgiveness, and plans to
sin no more. God sees into the sinner’s heart and knows the circumstances of the
choice and whether the person is sincere in their remorse and atonements. Recall the
prodigal son parable.

5. What power does God give his creatures? All of the creatures (even the Devil) kneel
before Jesus? Where in Scripture is this found?

This idea has many references in Scripture in both Old Testament and New. For
example: (See www.openbible.info for additional references.)

By myself I have sworn_from my mouth has gone forth in righteousness a word that
shall not return “T'o me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.” Isaiah 45:23

So that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the
glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:10-11

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea and all that 1s in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” Revelation 5:13
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6. How do you think that Satan feels about kneeling before Jesus?

Satan and his demons hate doing it. However, in the end, like us, they are creations
and must yield to their all-mighty God who is Jesus. All creation will do this: on
and under the earth and in the sea. Note the reference to under the earth.

Art:
1. What instruments do you think would best represent the sound of angels singing?
2. Why do you think music is considered heavenly?
Answers will vary.
Drama:

1. Find music that would act as a sonic background in a movie to depict angelic
presence.
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Chapter 21

Review:

1.

Battles between good and evil occur frequently in books, movies, plays etc. Why is
this such a popular topic? Does it ever take Christ’s “turn the other cheek, or love
your enemy” interpretation?

English:

1.

Describe Hades according to the Greeks.

2. Explain Sheol according to the Hebrews.

3. What explanation is given for the appearance of the beheaded John the Baptist in

N o u ks

Art:

1.

his resting place?

Name the souls that Jesus saved in this chapter.

Why do you think Yeshua paired John and Joseph in the first awakening?

What was the promise that God had with Adam and Eve?

Why has Jesus succeeded in releasing the imprisoned souls while others like Moses
and David did not?

What would “no more strife” mean to you?

lllustrate the embraces of Jesus/Joseph or John. Include their guardian angels.

Drama:

1.

Make a skit of the encounter between Joseph and or John.
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Chapter 21 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:

1. Battles between good and evil occur frequently in books, movies, plays etc. Why is
this such a popular topic? Does it ever take Christ’s “turn the other cheek, or love
your enemy” interpretation?

Answers may vary.
English:
1. Describe Hades according to the Greeks.

In Greek mythology, Hades was the underworld where the dead went. The souls of
the world were kept there. The watchdog for Hades was Cerberus, a multi-headed
monster.

2. Explain Sheol according to the Hebrews.

In Hebrew traditions, Sheol was a place where souls went after death. It is said to be
a silent place of darkness. It is not a place of either great joy or great torment. It is
simply a place of benign nothing.

3. What explanation is given for the appearance of the beheaded John the Baptist in
his resting place?

The author placed a “sleeping/resting” John the Baptist in the resting place but had
returned his head which had been decapitated by Herod and Salome. He made his
body whole again with the help of John’s guardian angel who watched over him
even after death.

4. Name the souls that Jesus saved in this chapter.
Jesus released his cousin, John the Baptist, and foster Father, Joseph.
5. Why do you think Yeshua paired John and Joseph in the first awakening?

The author felt that these two souls had just recently passed away and they were
Jamaly. John was YVeshua’s faithful cousin and Joseph was his dear and kind foster

father.
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Religion:
1. What was the promise that God had with Adam and Eve?

God had promised them a Saviour/Messiah/Redeemer who would reopen the gates
of heaven and would place human beings in God’s good graces once more. Christ
had paid the ransom for our parent’s sins with his love sacrifice. He had shown the

way, but it was still up to us to choose to love Him.

2. Why has Jesus succeeded in releasing the imprisoned souls while others like Moses
and David did not?

All the other prophets were imperfect for they were humans who had sinned. Jesus
was sinless and incorruptible. His self-sacrifice was pure and unblemished.

3. What would “no more strife” mean to you?
Answers will vary.
Art:
1. lllustrate the embraces of Jesus/Joseph or John. Include their guardian angels.

Drama:

1. Make a skit of the encounter between Joseph and or John.

98

Study Guidebook for Descent Into Hell by D. L. Hawkes, donnahawkes27 @gmail.com
Permission is required before copying this document by any means.



Chapter 22 and Chapter 23

Review:

1.
2.
3.

What did you think was the most important part of Chapter 217?
Is there something that you felt you learned that you did not know before?
How would you react to meeting a loved-one who had died?

English:

vk whnh e

Who is saved in these chapters?

Do you think Jesus would or should forgive Judas Iscariot?
Describe how Yeshua is sympathetic towards women.

Tell the story of one woman selected in the story.

What would be the perfect age to spend eternity?

Religion:

1.

Art:

Forgiveness is a powerful tool. Describe a time when you or a person you know
experienced this. If this cannot be personal, describe a character in literature or
media who exercised forgiveness.

. Judas committed suicide, which is a mortal sin. What do you think about Judas’

decision?

. Study the genealogy of Matthew and notice the names of only a few women in that

list. Why do you think they were put there?

Jesus did not have any women apostles, but he had many women disciples. Why
do you think that he did not include women in his closest group? If Jesus were here
in our present day, do you think that women would be included in his group of
apostles?

Describe a glorified body according to the author. What would a glorified body
look like to you?

. Using multi-media, represent an abstract, or mural of the awakening so far.
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Drama:
1. PutJudas on trial. Prepare a prosecution and a defense.
History:

1. How were women perceived in Jesus’ time?
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Chapter 22 and Chapter 23 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:
1. What did you think was the most important part of Chapter 21?
2. Is there something that you felt you learned that you did not know before?
3. How would you react to meeting a loved-one who had died?
Answers may vary.
English:

1. Who is saved in these chapters?

Judas Iscariot, the women of Scripture: Esther, Ruth, Deborah, Miriam, Bathsheba,
Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, Rachel, Hannah etc.

2. Do you think Jesus would or should forgive Judas Iscariot?

As a definitrve answer for this is not available, it was the author’s choice to have
Judas forgrven by Yeshua. Students can share their opinion and give their reasons

why they would support that choice or not.

3. Describe how Yeshua is sympathetic towards women.

Yeshua s very sympathetic to women. Veshua recognized that, in his time, women
are slaves of society. They can hold no office and are often subject to abuse and
cruelty. They are often unjustly treated and considered very much below men. He
recognizes the sacrifice that they make for famaily, and that is because they are so
capable of love. He also recognizes that they are brave and strong to endure all they
do, for love. Yeshua points out that it was three women and only one man who were

brave enough to be at the foot of the cross when he was crucified.

4. Tell the story of one woman selected in the story.

Tamar, Esther, Deborah, Miriam, Bathsheba, Sarah, Rebecca, Hannah, Rachel,
Leah, women with seven sons, Ruth, and Judith.

101

Study Guidebook for Descent Into Hell by D. L. Hawkes, donnahawkes27 @gmail.com
Permission is required before copying this document by any means.



5. What would be the perfect age to spend eternity?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church does not grve a specific age for our glorified
body. It 1s up for discussion what would be the ideal age. One needs to consider how
an aborted fetus would appear. See CCC #997

997 What 1s "rising"? In death, the separation of the soul from the body, the human
body decays and the soul goes to meet God, while awaiting its reunion with its
glorified body. God, in his almighty power, will definitively grant incorruptible
life to our bodies by reuniting them with our souls, through the power of Jesus'
Resurrection.

Answers may vary.
Religion:

1. Forgiveness is a powerful tool. Describe a time when you or a person you know
experienced this. If this cannot be personal, describe a character in literature or
media who exercised forgiveness.

Answers may vary.

2. Judas committed suicide which is, according to the Church, a mortal sin. What do
you think about Judas’ decision?

Note: You may want to leave out this question as it may be too sensitive or
controversial for your class. Discussion should also include current support resources
avazilable in your school or community for young people today that can be accessed to
help them through suicidal thoughts.

While the Church still believes that we do not have the right to take our own life, 1t
has considered other mitigating circumstances. As there are three conditions for a sin
to be mortal,

1)grave matter, 2) full knowledge and 3) full consent” (CCC 1858-1859). If a
person is incapacitated in the last two as in taking medication for depression that
alters their state of knowledge or will, the person could be seen has not meeting the
criteria_for mortal sin.

See CCC #2282-2283
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2282 If suicide 1s commatted with the intention of setting an example, espectally to
the young, it also takes on the gravity of scandal. Voluntary co-operation in
sutctde s contrary to the moral law.

Grave psychological disturbances, anguish, or grave fear of hardship, suffering,
or torture can diminish the responsibility of the one commatting suicide.

2283 We should not despair of the eternal salvation of persons who have taken therr
own lives. By ways known to him alone, God can provide the opportunity for
salutary repentance. The Church prays for persons who have taken their own
[rves.

3. Study the genealogy of Matthew and notice the names of only a few women in that
list. Why do you think they were put there?

There are varying opinions among biblical scholars.

In Matthew’s time, genealogies only listed the male line. There are five women in the
genealogy of Jesus in Matthew. They are: Tamar, Rahab, Bathsheba, Ruth, and
Mary. Some of these women have “shady or immoral” behaviours in their pasts.
They are gentile women, except Mary. Even Mary was seen as having a child that
was not her husband’s. This further demonstrates that Jesus comes from an
tmperfect pedigree, one that includes all peoples from other nations, making him very
much like us in every way.

4. Jesus did not have any women apostles, but he had many women disciples. Why
do you think that he did not include women in his closest group? If Jesus was here
in our present day, do you think that women would be included in his group of
apostles?

Answers may vary.

5. Describe a glorified body according to the author. What would a glorified body look
like to you?

Answers may vary. See p.85 of the novel for details
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Art:

1. Using multi-media, represent an abstract, or mural of the awakening so far.
Drama:

1. PutJudas on trial. Prepare a prosecution and a defense.
History:

1. What was the perception of women in Jesus’ time?
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Chapter 24

Review:

1. Is Jesus sympathetic to women? How do you know?
English:

Who is King David in Scripture? Who made him king?
What sins has David committed? Are they grave?
Why did Jesus forgive David?

Were there consequences for David?

How did David make amends?

vk winh e

Religion:

1. Name some of the Prophets who appear in the Bible.

2. Who are considered the four major prophets?

3. Choose one prophet and briefly tell his story and his message. Complete the chart
with information regarding the work and the targeted audience of the prophet’s
work. (See Chart #3 in the Appendix)

4. Were prophets eager to do their work?

5. Tell of one prophet who was reluctant to do his “calling”. Why?

Art:

1. Draw a life story line for David based on Scripture.
Drama:

1. Enact one of these scenes:

a) David brings home the tabernacle to Jerusalem.

b) David has the opportunity to do away with Saul, but doesn’t
c) Jeremiah’s treatment as a prophet

d) Daniel and friends in captivity
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Chapter 24 - Suggested responses and additional information
Review:

1. Is Jesus sympathetic to women? How do you know?
Answers may vary. Some of the responses might include information similar to this:

According to Scripture, women were very low in the soctetal hierarchy. Despite men
having low esteem for women, Jesus befriended women in his life. He healed Mary
Magdelene; he restored the life of Lazarus for Mary and Martha. He sympathized
with the plight and hardship of women, healing the woman who was hemorrhaging,
and saving the woman who was being stoned. In the novel, the author took an
opportunity to show that Jesus was sympathetic to women. Jesus’ explanation to
Dismas in Eden showed an appreciation and respect for the sacrifice of women who
were faithful and demonstrated loving ways. He valued their qualities and in Eden,
he points out how women have suffered in the world and how they are brave, strong,
and compassionate.

English:
1. Who is King David in Scripture? Who made him king?

David was the youngest son of Jesse. He spent most of his early days shepherding his
father’s flock of sheep. He was handsome, musical, and clever. Samuel, instructed by
God, anointed David as King of Israel. David did many good things to unify his
kingdom. He sang God’s praises in his Psalms, and he brought the Ark of the
Covenant to a permanent location on a mound in Jerusalem. He was recognized as

a great king.
2. What sins had David committed? Are they grave?

Although David was a great king, he did sin gravely. He fell in love with a married
woman, Bathsheba, and committed adultery with her. When she got pregnant and it
was clear that her soldier husband could not be the father, he arranged that her
husband, Uriah, be killed in battle. In other words, his command to place Uriah in
the front line of the fighting was akin to murder. He then married his widow.
Bathsheba gave birth to Solomon, who eventually replaced David as king.
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3. Why did Jesus forgive David?

The author, knowing how forgiving and compassionate God is, allowed for David
to be forgiven because he was so repentant and asked for forgiveness. Moreover, in 2
Samuel 12-13, Nathan tells David, “Now the Lord has put away your sin; you shall
not die.” Nevertheless, that does not mean that David escaped punishment for his
sins, for his house was never at peace afterwards.

4. Were there consequences for David?

King David had to lrve with remorse for his deeds for the rest of his life. He suffered
the agony of his sin, and he begged God for mercy. The words in his Psalms reflected
that great regret. He was no longer blessed and there was strife and upheaval in his
house and in his kingdom, and his first son by Bathsheba died. (2Samuel 12:15-18)

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy,
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin. Psalm 51:1-3

5. How did David make amends?

David deeply regretted his sins and asked for forgiveness. He tried to atone for his
transgressions by writing beautiful Psalms to God. Here is an example in Psalm 51

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and put a new and right™ sprrit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,

and do not take your holy sprrit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and sustain in me a willing™ spirit.

Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
Deliver me_from bloodshed, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. Psalm 51:10-1
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Religion:
1. Name some the Prophets who appear in the Bible.

Many of the most obvious prophets are authors of Books of the Old Testament:
Samuel, Isatah, Exekiel, Daniel, Jeremiah, Hosea, Micah, Amos, Jonah, Obadiah,
Nahum, Habakkuk etc.

2. Who are considered the four major prophets?
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel

3. Choose one prophet and briefly tell his story and his message. Complete the chart
with information regarding the work and the targeted audience of the prophet’s
work. (See Chart #3 in appendix)

4. Were prophets eager to do their work?

The prophets often found it hard to do their work. They were doing the calling of
God but needed to tell people things that they did not want to hear, like changing
their wicked ways. The people were hard-headed and stubborn and scoffed, laughed
at, and persecuted the prophets. It was not an easy calling.

5. Tell of one prophet who was reluctant to do his “calling”. Why?

Jeremiah is recognized as the prophet who was most reluctant and resistant to his
calling. He is known as the “weeping prophet”. His writings do sound whiny, but in
his defense, he felt despised and was quite abused. For example, among other abuses
Sfor preaching against idolatry, false prophets, greed etc., he was abandoned in a
cistern.

So they took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Malchiah, the king’s son,
which was in the court of the guard, letting Jeremiah down by ropes. Now there was
no water in the cistern but only mud, and Jeremiah sank in the mud. Jeremiah 38:6

Art:

1. Draw a life story line for David based on Scripture.
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Drama:

1. Enact one of these scenes:
a) David brings home the tabernacle to Jerusalem.
b) David has the opportunity to do away with Saul, but doesn’t
c) Jeremiah’s treatment as a prophet
d) Daniel and friends in captivity
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Chapter 25

Review:

1.
2.

What is a prophet? Name a few.
What kind of king was David?

English:

1.

Why do you think Moses is selected to be awakened among the many who served
God?

. How is saving the people by Moses similar to Jesus’ act of saving? How is it

different?
Who are the innocents?

. How does Jesus explain the Garden in Eden?
. Are there places, in other dimensions, that we just do not see? What do you think is

meant by
“another realm”?

Religion:

1.

Art:

O 0o NOUAeEWN

Abraham was told by God to sacrifice his only son. He obeyed, but at the last-
minute God stopped him from carrying out the deed. Why?

Why did God the Father follow through with sacrificing His only Son?

What was God’s covenant with Noah?

What was the covenant God made with Adam and Eve?

Who are the damned?

What happens to the souls that refuse to repent—the unrighteous?

In this story, Paradise is not heaven. Is this truth, fiction or unknown?

What is “typology”?

How does Moses pre-figure Jesus?

. On the internet, find an artist’s interpretation of heaven and meeting Christ there.
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Drama:

1. Mime Dismas’ first view of heaven.
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Chapter 25 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:
1. What is a prophet? Name a few.

A prophet 1s a human who 1s grven the task of being a messenger from God. He
brings forth warnings to the people to change their wicked ways, and foretells of
resulting consequences like war, defeat, and extle. As well, a prophet announces

victories and glorious news like the announcement of David as king, and the coming
birth of a Messiah.

2. What kind of king was David?

David was considered a great king. Youngest son of Jesse and anointed king by
Samuel. David was faithful to God and restored the faith to his people. He united
the tribes of Israel, found a permanent location for the holy tabernacle, fought battles

Jfor the faith, brought victories to his people. He was loved and respected by his
subjects and feared by his enemies.

English:

1. In the novel, why do you think Moses is selected to be awakened among the many
who served God?

Moses is selected because of his importance. He was the leader that God had selected
to take his people out of bondage in EEgypt and lead them to the promised land,
Canaan, in what 1s now call Israel. God also chose him to give his commandments

and the laws. Moses led his people for forty years in the desert and established an
order of worship according to God himself.

2. How is saving the people by Moses similar to Jesus’ act of saving? How is it
different?

Moses saved his people by negotiating their release from the Egyptians (Pharaoh)
and leading them to the promised land. Jesus saved his people by paying the ransom
with his own body and blood by releasing them from the bondage of sin (Satan) and
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leading them to the new promised land of heaven and eternal life. Moses was an

earthy saviour while Jesus was a heavenly and eternal saviour. Moses sinned and
was not allowed to cross into The promised land, while Jesus was sinless and was
able to lead Moses into the Promised Land.

3. Who are the innocents?

All the children and people who died too innocent to commit sin: unborn babies,
babies, children and mentally incapacitated people.

4. Are there places, in other dimensions, that we just do not see? What do you think is
meant by “another realm”?

Answers will vary. These are some of the examples that the students may give:
Field of Dreams, The Shack, ... The Matrix, Discovery of Witches (students may
suggest these movie series which, while not very Christian do deal with invisible

realms).

Religion:

1. Abraham was told by God to sacrifice his only son. He obeyed, but at the last-
minute God stopped him from carrying out the deed. Why?

God was testing Abraham’s faith and obedience to Him. Once Abraham proved
that he was prepared to sacrifice his long-awaited and only true heir, God had
mercy on him and stopped the sacrifice.

2. Why did God the Father follow through with sacrificing his Only Son?

There is no hard answer to this question. The first parents had sinned and the
relationship with God was broken. A Saviour needed to come and fix it and make
amends. The Hebrews had been sacrificing animals for centuries, but that was not
sufficient as atonement for the original sin. God had promised a Saviour. Jesus was
the perfect sacrifice to redeem all of humankind, not only the chosen people, the Jews.
All other leaders, and prophets had failed. They had sinned and not
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been worthy of the perfect Messiah. Christ offered himself willingly. God who
abides in him allowed him to make this sacrifice. Note: Animal sacrifices have not
been part of the Jewish faith since the fall of the Temple.

3. What was God’s covenant with Noah?

God promised Noah and his family that he would never destroy the world with a
flood. He sent a rainbow as a sign of his covenant.

4. What was the covenant God made with Adam and Eve?
God promised that He would not abandon them but would send a Saviour/Messiah.
5. Who are the damned?

In the novel, the damned are all those souls who fell for Satan’s lies and refuse to
repent for their sins and change their ways. They have no remorse for their offenses.
They choose evil rather than good in their hearts.

6. What happens to the souls of those who refuse to repent—the unrighteous?

Those who refuse to be contrite for their wrongdoings and for their contempt for God
and his law, are met with the wrath and justice of God. Their souls are damned to
hell forever. They will never be in the presence of God, and forever tormented.

7. In this story, Paradise is not heaven. Is this truth, fiction or unknown?

This part is unknown. Paradise and heaven are often synonyms of each other. The
author in this case chose to make the Garden of Eden an earthly paradise, and
heaven as a place/state even greater and more beautiful still.

114
Study Guidebook for Descent Into Hell by D. L. Hawkes, donnahawkes27 @gmail.com
Permission is required before copying this document by any means.



8. What is “typology”?

A typology is a type or a prefiguration of a person in Scripture. Jesus is the new
Adam, the new Joseph, the new David. Mary is the new Eve, etc. Moses was a
prefiguration of Jesus as discussed above.

9. How does Moses pre-figure Jesus?

Moses is seen as a Saviour. He leads his people, the Hebrews, in the ways of
righteousness and takes his people to Canaan, the Promised Land. Jesus is a

Saviour of all the nations. He leads his people in the ways of righteousness and leads
all of humankind to an eternal Promised Land.

Art:
1. On the internet, find an artist’s interpretation of heaven and meeting Christ there.
Drama:

1. Mime Dismas’ first view of heaven.
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Chapter 26

Review:
1. What is typology or prefiguration?
English:

How are the people enjoying the garden paradise?

Why do they enter the water?

Why fire?

Is this truth or fiction?

What is the mood in heaven?

Do you think Isaiah got it right, as he is quoted in this chapter?

o kA whNR

Religion:

1. It would appear that true love requires sacrifice, or the pure emptying or yielding of
self. What do you think?

2. How does this compare to romantic love?

3. Have your parents made sacrifices for you? Share your experience of love.
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Chapter 26 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:
1. What is typology or prefiguration?
See the answer grven above in Chapter 25.
2. How dos Joseph (coat of many colours), Jacob’s favorite son, pre-figure Jesus?

Using the same reasoning discuss how these figures were Jesus types. Answers may

vary.
English:
1. How are the people enjoying the garden paradise?

They are wandering in peace and joy enjoying the splendour and beauty of the
garden. They are mixing with angels and laughing. They are happy and complete.
They eat of anything they want and are not restricted from eating or drinking from
the tree of life or the water of life.

2. Why do they enter the water?

They enter the water for the purification from all sin. The newly awakened people
enter the water, as a_form of baptism. By entering the water, the first of the final
purifications is completed. They are baptized with water. On earth, John had
baptized with water, but the Holy Spirit baptizes with fire.

3. Why fire?

The saved faithful enter the water but are not harmed by the fire or the water. The
Holy Spirit baptizes with fire, so they are now fully purified and no longer marked
by sin. Nothing in this world will every hurt them again. God the Father is pleased

with his children and s waiting with open arms.

“I baptize you with™ water for repentance, but the one who 1s coming after me 1s
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with™ the Holy Spirit and fire. Matt 3:11
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Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. * All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Acts 2:3-4

4. Is this scene truth or fiction?
This s the creation of the author.
5. What is the mood in heaven?
Awe, splendour, rapture, overjoyed, experienced pure love.
6. Do you think Isaiah got it right as he is quoted in this chapter?

Answers will vary.

Religion:

1. It would appear that true love requires sacrifice, or the pure emptying or yielding of
self. What do you think?

Answers may vary.

2. How does this compare to romantic love?

Answers may vary.

3. Did your parents make sacrifices for you? Share your experience of love.

Answers may vary.
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Chapter 27

Review:

1. Review the different views on human love and how they compare with God’s love.

English:

1. Why do you think that the author chose to end the book at the Resurrection?
2. What are the disciples going to be asked to do?
3. Why is the task going to be difficult?

Religion:

What does the folding of the shroud signify?

How does the Jewish tradition of folding a napkin play in this ritual?

What does “feeding the lambs” mean to you?

Did the Roman guards make the right choice? What would you have done?

P wnN R

Art:

1. Make a poster announcing the Resurrection.
Drama:

1. Choose a Resurrection scene and make it come to life.
History:

What happened to the followers of Christ after the resurrection?
Make a point form list to show their progress.
Describe why the disciples hid in catacombs during the time of Christian

P wnN e

persecution.
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Chapter 27 - Suggested responses and additional information

Review:

1. Discuss the different views on love and how they compare with God’s love.
English:
1. Why do you think that the author chose to end the book at the Resurrection?

The author wanted to confine herself to the three days in the tomb. The original title
of the novel was Entombed T"hree Days.

2. What are the disciples going to be asked to do?

Jesus is going to commission the apostles and disciples to continue his work of
spreading the good news and to “feed his lambs”. Spreading the message of mercy,

Justice and forgiveness for all one’s neighbours, even enemies, 1s going to be their task
tn growing his church.

3. Why is the task going to be difficult?

This mission is difficult to do because there will be resistance, persecution and even
death by martyrdom. The apostles and disciples are merely simple, poor and

uneducated folk. They will need help from the Holy Spirit.
Religion:

1. What does the folding the shroud signify? How does the Jewish tradition of folding
a napkin play in this ritual?

In the Jew:ish tradition, if a person was finished with his meal, he would leave his

napkin cloth in a pile or unfolded. If the napkin was folded, it signified that he/she

was not finished yet. In this case, Jesus is not yet finished, and plans to come again
in the future.

2. What does “feeding the lambs” mean to you?

Answers may vary.
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3. Do the Roman guards make the right choice? What would you have done?
Answers may vary.
Art:
1. Make a poster announcing the Resurrection.
Drama:
1. Choose a Resurrection scene and make it come to life.
History:
1. What happened to the followers of Christ after the resurrection?
2. Make a point form list to show their progress.

3. Describe why the disciples hid in catacombs during the time of Christian
persecution.

Study Guidebook for Descent Into Hell by D. L. Hawkes, donnahawkes27 @gmail.com
Permission is required before copying this document by any means.

121



Suggestion for a Final and culminating task:

1. Make a chart of 7-10 major happenings in the story and determine if they are truth,
belief or from the imagination. See Chart #4 in the Appendix. The following are
some of the events:

= Jesus’ thoughts from the cross

= John, and the three Marys’ thoughts

* The conversations between the Roman guards
* The actions taken by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus
= Mary Magdalene’s romantic love for Jesus

* The scenes in the crypt

*» The Garden of Eden

» The Encounter with Evil forces

» The underworld (Sheol)

= The battle scenes

= The encounter with the dead

= The gathering in the Garden

= The Baptism in the river

= The procession into heaven

= The Resurrection.
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Appendix
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Conflict between the Two Supernatural Forces

Name:

Chart1

Date:

Celestial Forces for Good

Demonic Forces

Description of
Warriors

Weapons

Battle tactics

Outcome
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Name:

Chart 2

The Choirs of Heavenly Angels

Date:

Angel

Appearance

Role
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Chart 3

Work of the Prophets

Date:

Name:

Prophet

Message

Target audience
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Name:

Chart4

Descent into Hell
Culminating Activity

Date:

Event

Facts based on
Scripture

Church
teachings/Theology

Fiction

10
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The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's
sake.

Vea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy vod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will
dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. Psalm 23, KJV
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